
 ‘Accept one another, for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ (Romans 15:7) 

Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 
Loved as you are 

 
  Midnight Mass 2020 

 
All are welcome to St Margaret’s and we encourage all to take part fully in 

this service.  If you have mobility issues that make it difficult for you to 
come and receive communion or laying-on-of-hands for healing, should you 

want to, then do please notify our sides-people, and we will come to you. 

 

Due to the Coronavirus please make your responses in a quiet 
voice in order to minimise the risk of infection 

 
THE GATHERING 

Jesu Redemptor omnium from Sixteen Chorales  

 Jesus, Redeemer of All, Marcel Dupré 1886 - 1971 

 
We stand at the entrance of the clergy 
Prelude, Gottlieb Muffat 1690-1770 

 
THE GREETING 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CROWN 
 

An introduction will be given. 
 

Today is Christmas Day the day on which we celebrate the gift to us of the 

birth of Jesus and recall the hope we have in Christ. Today the Candles of 

Hope, Peace, Love and Joy are also lit. 
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First Candle - We speak of hope - because God keeps his promises to us. 

 

Second Candle - We work for peace - because Jesus is the ‘Prince of Peace’ 

and he calls his children to work for peace in his name. 

 

Third Candle - We show love - because Jesus gave everything for us and led 

us to know the forgiveness of God. 

 

Fourth Candle - We share joy - because the Holy Spirit fills our hearts and 

minds with the presence the God 

 

Last Candle - Now we light our last candle to remember the birth of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ which we celebrate this Christmas Day. 

 
God our Father, today the Saviour is born and those who live in darkness 
are seeing a great light. Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with joy, to 
live in the light of your Son and to share the good news of your love. We 
ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who has come into the world. Amen. 
 
Let us pray 
 
Holy God you left the glory of heaven to take upon yourself our fragile 
humanity. You came to us in love and yet we denied you room and you 
were laid in a manger. We have lit candles of hope, peace, love and joy, 
may these virtues shine brightly in our lives as we welcome you into our 
hearts this Christmas. Amen. 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CROWN 

 
All Lord Jesus, Light of the world, you have come among 

us.  Help us who live by your light to shine as lights in 
your world.  Glory to God in the highest!  Amen. 
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THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 
Celebrant Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the 

darkness of our hearts. 
 Let us turn to the light and confess our sins. 
 
 All Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 

confess that we have sinned in thought, word and 
deed.  We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  In 
your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to 
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that 
we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
you, our God.  Amen 

 
Celebrant May God who loved the world so much that he sent his 

Son to be our Saviour, forgive us our sins and make us 
holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.    

All Amen. 
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The Gloria 
 
All Glory to God in the highest,  
 and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT 

 
Celebrant Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine 

with the brightness of your one true light: bring us, who 
have known the revelation of that light on earth, to see 
the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

All  Amen. 
 
Please sit for the readings.  

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading 
Isaiah 52:7-10  
 
Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
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All  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 1:1-4 
Reader  This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand for the Gospel: 
 

The Gospel Reading 
John 1:1-14 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

John. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end: 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Gospel Procession: Noël en Musette Jean Jacques Charpentier 1734-1794 
 

Please remain standing until the preacher has introduced the Sermon: 

 
THE SERMON 

  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
All  We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  
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 We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love.  

 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high.  

 We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each 
petition the following responses may be used: 

 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father. 
 

 In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Father, in this holy night your Son our Saviour 
was born in human flesh. 
Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
 

In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the 
inn. 
Protect with your love those who have no home 
and all who live in poverty. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
 

In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labour, 
brought your Son to birth. 
Hold in your hand …and all who are in pain or distress. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
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In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in 
the darkness. 
Bring comfort to …and all who suffer in the sadness of 
our world. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
 

In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people 
on earth.’ 
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice 
in …and in all the world. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
 
In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good 
tidings of joy. 
Give us grace to preach the gospel of Christ’s 
redemption. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
 
In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family, 
and saw the baby lying in the manger. 
Bless our homes and all whom we love. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
 

In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, 
and earth is raised to heaven. 
Hold in your hand …and all those who have passed 
through death 
in the hope of your coming kingdom. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
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In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate 
Christ’s birth. 
Open our hearts that he may be born in us today. 
Holy God 

All Hear our prayer 
 
Father, in this holy night angels and shepherds 
worshipped at 
the manger throne. 
Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, 
Joseph and the saints 
through him who is your Word made flesh, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All Amen. 
 
and at the end of the prayers: 
 

  Merciful father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
We stand to share the peace: 

The Peace 
Celebrant Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his 

name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All And also with you. 

  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace by looking at those around 

you and greeting them with a warm smile. 
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 As the Body of Christ receives its life from God, and offers its life to God, so 
we, as members of that Body, greet each other in love. 
 
The Preparation of the Table 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
Music:  Minuit: Adolphe Adam 

 
Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your 

goodness we have this bread and wine to offer which 
the earth has given and human hands have made.  
They will become for us the bread of life and cup of 
salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your 
goodness we have ourselves to offer, fruit of the womb 
and formed through your love.  We will become the 
people of God. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 

 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise.  
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Celebrant All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. We give you thanks 
and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
for love of our fallen race humbled himself and in this 
night was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your 
Spirit, and lived as one of us.  

 
 In this mystery of the Word made flesh you have 

caused his light to shine in our hearts, to give 
knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In 
him we see our God made visible and so are caught up 
in the love of the God we cannot see.  

 
 Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our 

voices to proclaim the glory of your name and saying: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant 
that by the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your 

holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 
Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread 

and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do 

this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 
thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this 
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is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
Celebrant Jesus Christ is Lord: 
All  Lord by your cross and resurrection you have set us 

free.  You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 
world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 

ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate 
this memorial of our redemption. 

 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank 
you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and 

serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in 
your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so 

that we, in the company of St Margaret, St Richard and all 
the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be  

All    Amen. 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come.  
 Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
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 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
 now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 

Celebrant We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of 
the world. 

All God here among us, 
 light in the midst of us, 
 bring us to light and life. 

    

All  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  

  have mercy on us.  
  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
  have mercy on us.  
  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
  grant us peace.  
 
The priest receives the sacrament in both kinds. When the priest 
receives communion please join in with the responses below.  
This is a statement of identification with the communion you are 
about to receive.  
 
Celebrant The body of Christ 
All Amen 
 
Celebrant The blood of Christ 
All Amen 
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Celebrant This is the table of the Lord.  It has been made ready 
for those who love him and who want to love him 
more. 

 So, come, you who have much faith and you who 
have little; you who have been here often and you 
who have not been for a long time; you who have 
tried to follow and you who have failed.   

 Come, not because I invite you: it is our Lord.  It is his 
will that those who want him should meet him here. 

 
 All who have been baptised are welcome to receive Communion.  
Please follow the directions of the sidespeople who will guide you in 
a clockwise direction to ensure social distancing is maintained as 
you receive your Communion. 
The sacrament will be administered to the congregation in one kind 
only, that is the bread. Please remain silent as the priest places the 
wafer in your hand without speaking. 

 
Music:  Dessiens Éternels  from La Nativité du Seigneur, Olivier Messiaen                    

1902-1992 
 

THE PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Celebrant God our Father, in this night you have made known to 
us again the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: confirm 
our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns 
and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.  To him 
be glory both now and forever. 

All Amen 
All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him 
we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 
sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 
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 NOTICES 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Celebrant May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the 
shepherds, the perseverance of the wisemen, the 
obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the 
Christ Child be yours this Christmas; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

 
We go into the world to walk in God’s light,  

 to rejoice in God’s love,  
 and to reflect God’s glory. 
 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All In the name of Christ.     
 
The Clergy will recess to the postlude: 
Fantasia on Christmas, Stephen C Horsman 

 

Thank you for joining in our worship today.  
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A collection plate has been placed by the west door where you can 
leave your offering to support the work of St. Margaret’s Church. 
You can also make a donation: 

• via the home page of our website www.ifieldparish.org  using 
the yellow ‘DONATE NOW’ button. 

• by sending a cheque made payable to ‘Ifield Parochial Church 
Council’ to: Ifield Church Parish Office, 1 Lychgate, Ifield 
Street, Ifield, Crawley RH11 0NN.  

• or by bank transfer to:  
Ifield Parochial Church Council.  
Sort Code: 40-52-40   Account Number: 00022470  

Thank You 
 

Please maintain social distancing of 2 metres as you  
now leave the church by the west door at the back of the church 

and avoid congregating.  
 

Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 
 

The service material is taken from Common Worship. © Copyright 
2000 The Archbishop’s Council. 

 
 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 
 


