
 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

When I was out recently on my day off dog walk, I noticed the behaviour 
of many of the other dogs and dog walkers we met. Many of the dogs, 
but I am pleased to say not mine (on this occasion!), were jumping 
through the field of winter wheat and clearly enjoying every minute of it. 
I couldn’t help but be grateful that my dog was sticking to the edge of 
the field where the footpath was and wasn’t joining in the hooley which 
was happening through the farmer’s crop.  

 
This set me thinking that whilst we may have had a ‘right’ to walk along the along the 
side of the field there is also a responsibility to ensure that the crop is allowed to grow. 
 
We all have rights; the right to be heard, to be valued, to be allowed to live on an even 
pitch. Rights are vitally important and help to protect the vulnerable. However, ‘rights’ 
are part of a two-sided coin and come along with ‘responsibilities’ which is often the 
overlooked side of the coin. 
 
Indira Gandhi reflected that `people tend to forget their duties but remember their 
rights.’ 
 
Each one of us will have a different set of responsibilities or duties; family, work, 
friends, choices and behaviour, but does God ever come into that list? 
 
Being part of God’s family brings the ‘right to be called children of God’ [John 1: 12] 
and all the joys of forgiveness, mercy, grace and life eternal. However, there are also 
responsibilities that go hand in hand with that right. Responsibility to live as God’s 
family means obeying God’s call on our lives to ‘love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, mind and soul and to love others as yourself.’ A clear sign of our commitment 
to God and the church lies in understanding our responsibility to prioritise and to give 
of our time, money and abilities. 
 
Giving is at the centre of God’s character. God gives us life and his giving is renewed 
daily. The Bible teaching is clear, that giving is the responsibility of all members of 
God’s family - giving carried out in proportion to the gifts that have been given.  
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We have recently reviewed our Mission Action Plan (MAP) as part of a deanery review 
and have a Parish Vision Day on 2nd October 2021 when we will look at how we grow 
the church in numbers and discipleship and also yes ways in which we can increase 
our giving to enable us to meet our responsibilities as a parish to support the work of 
the Diocese, to continue to maintain the fabric of the church and to fund the mission 
and ministry which will enable St Margaret’s church to grow and flourish. I am sure we 
will consider some other things too, but these will be what underpins that day.  
 
Do please join us for the morning session if you can as we are keen to hear from 
everyone and let’s hope for some good ideas. Let’s also be mindful of what the Bible 
has to say; 
 
‘those who sow generously reap generously, those who sow sparingly, will reap 
sparingly….for God loves a cheerful giver.’ 2 Corinthians 9: 6-7 
 
With every blessing  
 
Revd Christine 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S  

 
1st Sunday    8.00 am   Said Eucharist 

11.00 am   Non-Eucharistic Service 
 

2nd Sunday    9.30 am   FIISH for young families 
     11.00 am   Sung Eucharist 
 
3rd Sunday    9.30 am   All-Age Worship 
     11.00 am   Sung Eucharist 
 
4th & 5th Sundays   11.00 am   Sung Eucharist 
 

 
STARTING IN OCTOBER 

 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays  9.30 am   Said Eucharist 
  
 

Current guidelines are that masks must be worn in church. 
 

 
 

* SERVICE OF LIGHT, HOPE AND REMEMBRANCE * 

Friday 29th October at 7.00 pm 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE EASTER TEAM 
 
Items currently most needed are 
 

Custard 
Rice pudding 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned fish  
Tinned meat 

 
Easter Team are SO grateful for all your support and have asked me to pass on 
heartfelt thanks.  Sue.  
 
Please leave your donations in the basket in church or email sue@ifieldparish.org to 
arrange collection/delivery. 



 
NEWS FROM FAMILY SUPPORT WORK 

 

state, for our families the new norm 
This year we have been able to arrange lots of activities to keep our families 
busy during the summer holidays. In August we ran day trips, outings and 
activity sessions across Sussex, and our families were really grateful for the 
opportunity to get out and meet others. It hasn't been easy for our families 
though, as a further 6 weeks of children being at home has increased tensions 
in some families and really challenged household budgets. It has been 
important to keep our core service running in addition to the summer activities 
so that families can get help overcoming these challenging situations. 
  
One parent got in touch recently to thank her practitioner for her support: 
  
"In the last few months you have done so much for us. I have no words 
to express my gratitude. I am genuinely thankful to you for helping me 
and my little ones." 
the first s still  

 
 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online – from your weekly shop to your 
annual holiday – you could be raising free donations for St Margaret's Church - Ifield 
with easyfundraising? 
  
Over 4,000 shops and sites already donate – including Tesco, eBay, Argos, John 
Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com and M&S – and it won’t cost you a penny extra to help us 
raise funds. 
  
Go to the APP store or https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmargaretsifield/  
and join for free. 
 
Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and 
start shopping. After you’ve checked out, the retailer will make a donation to St 
Margaret's Church - Ifield at no extra cost to you whatsoever! 
  
There are no catches or hidden charges and St Margaret's Church - Ifield will be 
grateful for your donations. 

 



 
WHO’S WHO IN IFIELD PARISH 

 
Rector    Revd. Christine Spencer 561283             rector@ifieldparish.org    
Curate   Revd. Jamie Gater     852763 curate@ifieldparish.org  
Reader   Jill Bell   521699 reader@ifieldparish.org 
Parish Wardens        Rob Pudney             437038       rob@ifieldparish.org 

Chris Bell     521699  chris@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Secretary  Clare Wilson             416438         pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer  James May   529146       treasurer@ifieldparish.org 
Safeguarding  Andy Cottee             202167 safeguarding@ifieldparish.org

  
Youth and Children   Naomi Gater    852763  ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
Lychgate Bookings  Lisa Hull             532337 lmhull@virginmedia.com  

 
 
 

OUR RECTOR’S REST DAY 
Please note that Friday is our Rector’s rest day 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on the parish website 

 
 

IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 
       www.ifieldparish.org 
  

Please send any information/photos for publication on the website to  
Carl Peirce carl@ifieldparish.org 

 
Follow us:  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmargaretsifield 
 
 
 

IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 
Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 

1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 
Parish Administrator: Mave Eshun   Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 
 

 
 

 
Please send any updates for the November 2021 issue to Jill Bell   

reader@ifieldparish.org by 25th October 
 
 


