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Reflection 

I will not leave you as orphans, Jesus said, shortly before his death, resurrection and 

ascension, as he promised his disciples that the Father would send them “the Spirit of 

truth”.  This promise depends on one thing, love of Jesus expressed in obedience to 

him. This connection of love and obedience is stressed through repetition – we are 

clearly meant to get the message. Jesus promised a previously unimaginable 

intimacy, saying, “On that day [when the Spirit comes] you will realise that I am in my 

Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.” 

In this time of the Covid 19 pandemic, what does it mean for us to love Jesus and 

keep his commands? In the next chapter of John’s Gospel, we find Jesus saying, “My 

command is this: love one another as I have loved you1.” He goes on to say that 

when the Advocate, the Spirit of truth, comes “he will testify about me and you also 

must testify”2. 

What can we, seeking to obey Jesus, offer to our hurting society? 

Well, above all we offer the person of Jesus himself who seeks to love and be loved 

by all. We offer the person of Jesus through our words and actions – through 

ourselves in whom the Spirit dwells.  

To those who have lost loved ones we offer our love and the love of Jesus who 

promised, “I will not leave you as orphans”3. 

To those whose livelihood has been lost and who feel they have fallen through the 

cracks between provisions made for furlough and for universal credit, with no one to 

speak for them, we can offer to listen and to speak for them. As the Spirit lives and 

works in us we offer them Jesus’ promise of a heavenly advocate4. 
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To the many who are isolated and missing human intimacy, we can reach out 

through those means that are still available to us and introduce them to Jesus who 

longs for an intimate relationship with them5. 

Peter wrote, “in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have. But do 

this with gentleness and respect”6. Even in lockdown (perhaps more so because 

social contact is so limited) people will notice our attitude to the situation and our 

attitude to them. Let your Godly hope shine through and be ready to speak. 

Paul wanted to share Jesus with the people of Athens. He saw the insecurity behind 

the façade of brash, polytheistic worship – an insecurity that revealed itself in a play-

it-safe “altar to an unknown god”. Starting with what the people already understood, 

he began to introduce the living God who made the world and went on to speak of 

Jesus being raised from the dead7. How good are we at picking up on signals that 

people may be seeking security or a fresh understanding of God? Are we ready to 

steer the conversation to the God we know? These conversations may be on the 

phone, or social media or by letter as well as face to face.  

We do all this empowered by the Spirit, rejoicing in our intimacy with Jesus. 

 

Lord Jesus, 

We thank you for your love for us and your closeness to us. We offer ourselves to 

you in loving obedience and in loving service to those around us. 

Amen 
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