
 
 

    
 

   
 

    
 
 

Times and Seasons. 
Ask any ordinary member of the Church of England what they 
think are the highlights of the church year and they will 

unhesitatingly tell you Christmas Day. It is an appealing story of the birth of 
Baby Jesus in a stable with a beautiful young mother and protective father, ox, 
ass donkey and shepherds in attendance, a bright star over-head, and angels 
singing familiar carols. Who could disagree about that? 
Then of course we have Easter, the glorious Resurrection and empty tomb, 
after the horrors of Good Friday. We celebrated that a few weeks ago and 
have been learning about important events that took place during the forty 
days when the risen Jesus appeared on earth not only to his close friends but 
to hundreds of others, talked to them, ate with them and taught about the 
kingdom of God.  
Fifty days after Easter Sunday, we celebrate the great day of Pentecost and 
commemorate the coming of the Holy Spirit. It will be on May 20th this year 
and of course used to be called Whitsun. At the first Pentecost, the world was 
ignorant of the good news, apart from the handful of lucky people to whom 
the risen Jesus had appeared. 
But between Easter and Pentecost there is another very significant event in 
the life of Jesus which many people have forgotten although it is part of our 
faith and mentioned every time we say the Creed. Ascension Day is the 40th 
day after Easter which is always on a Thursday, (May 10th this year) and 
nowadays in England, not a day when most people attend church. It is 
described by St Luke in chapter 1 of Acts when he tells us that while the 
disciples were listening to Jesus and watching, He was lifted up and a cloud 
took him out of their sight never to be seen on earth again. 
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Something very special happened to those disciples at Pentecost when they 
received the power of the Holy Spirit. They were to tell the world about Jesus 
and his wonderful teaching, the miracles he had performed and which they 
had witnessed. They were transformed from ordinary and somewhat 
frightened people into Spirit filled evangelists with the power and courage to 
carry out their mission. They had received the power to heal, to perform 
miracles and eloquence to proclaim the gospel. 
It was a relatively small number of people who were privileged to encounter 
the risen Lord before his ascension into heaven, but through them and those 
they converted and baptised, Christianity rapidly spread from Jerusalem, 
eventually to the wide world. It is due to their courage and boldness, that we 
have the worldwide church today. 

Daphne 

 
SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S 

 

Sundays    8.00 am Said Eucharist 
     11.00 am Sung Eucharist 
2nd Sunday    9.30 am FIISH for young families  
1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays during 11.00 Sung Eucharist + Sunday School 
3rd Sunday   6.00 pm Encounter  
4th Sunday   9.30 am Re-FRESH  
Monday-Saturday  8.30 am Morning Prayer 
     5.30 pm Evening Prayer    
Wednesdays   10.00 am Said Eucharist 
1st Thursday   10.00 am Squeals on Wheels Pram & Toddler Service 

 
PARISH EVENTS  

May 
Mon. 7th    Ifield Mayfayre 
Sun.13th    Big Brekkie (see notice below) 
Sun. 13th-Sun. 20th  Thy Kingdom Come – week of prayer 
Sun. 20th    11.00 am PENTECOST 
Sun. 20th    7.00 pm Thy Kingdom Come, Chichester Cathedral 
Wed. 23rd    8.00 pm Creative Prayer Group at 19 Keswick Close 
 
 



 
June 
Fri. 1st    1.30 pm MU Branch Meeting in Lychgate Cottage 
Sat. 2nd    10.30 am MU Spring Meeting, Bp. Hannington Church 
Sun. 10th    5.00 pm Healing Service at St. Margaret’s 
Wed. 13th    7.30 pm Deanery Synod Meeting at St. Margaret’s 
 

BIG BREKKIE 
 

Add breakfast to your worship on 13th May. 
We are running a “Big Brekkie” for Christian Aid Week outside St Margaret’s 
from 8:45am – 10:45am. 
Drop in for a breakfast bap with sausage and bacon, cereal or croissant as you 
arrive or leave. 
Can’t join us?  Could you donate some food for the event?    
Please pick up a flyer in church for more details. 
 

NEWS FROM CRAWLEY OPEN HOUSE 
 

Crawley Open House are currently looking for an Outreach worker to work with 
the street homeless for 20 hours a week (4 days of 5 hours). 
This is a paid position and applicants need to be able to drive. See their website 
for details. 
As Summer approaches, they would appreciate donations of sun cream, 
bottled water, earphones, belts, pepper, mixed herbs, ketchup and brown 
sauce. 
If you have any plants or herbs to put in their planters, they would also be very 
welcome. 

 

PARISH HOUSE GROUPS 
 

Day & Time Contact Venue 
Tues. 7.30 pm Ian Edgson 552662 Varies – please check 
Tues. 8.00 pm Chris Bell 521699 Tree House, Rusper Road 
Wed. 2.00 pm  Viv Smith 01403 891059 175 Ifield Drive 
Fri. 10.00 am Jill Bell 521699 Bewbush Barn Church 

 
 
 



 

 

A letter for parishes from the Bishop of Horsham 

Dear Friends,  

This month we shall celebrate Pentecost, or in traditional English 
nomenclature, Whitsun. Pentecost marks the gift of the Holy Spirit to Jesus' 
disciples and the iconography of flames and doves will be seen all over 
Pentecost pew-sheets, orders of service, banners and vestments. Another less 
visible symbol of the Spirit is the holy oil blessed by Bishop Martin at the 
Chrism Eucharist. The oil for baptism, for confirmation and for anointing the 
sick is both token and promise of the presence of the Spirit.  

Oil shares a number of properties with the Spirit of God. Oil marks what it 
touches, sometimes permanently. The work of the Spirit in baptism and 
confirmation marks people indelibly as children of God. Baptism is a work with 
no need of repetition but people do sometimes get stuck and fail to exhibit 
that freedom which belongs to the children of God. It is then the property of 
oil to find its way between the cracks and joints of what is seized and 
inflexible just as it is the work of the Spirit to set free human beings and, 
having done so, to keep them moving. The Spirit lives to set us free to walk in 
the light.  

Light brings us to another property shared by oil and Spirit - the capacity to 
burn with a flame. It is with the indwelling spirit that individuals' lives are set 
alight to shine with the same love that Jesus has for all people. Come, Holy 
Spirit, set us free and give us oil in our lamps to keep us burning with the light 
of Jesus Christ.  

Wishing you a joyful and liberating Pentecost,     +Mark  
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St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on St. Margaret’s website 

 
 



 
 

WHO’S WHO 
 

Team Rector Revd. Simon Newham 543126 rector@ifieldparish.org   
Curate  Revd. Jamie Gater 852763 curate@ifieldparish.org   
Retired Clergy Revd. Daphne Goodwin  886896  dapheter@aol.com 
            Revd Margaret Hanson611159 margaretphanson@btinternet.com  
Reader  Jill Bell   521699 reader@ifieldparish.org   
Parish Wardens Rob Pudney  437038       rob@ifieldparish.org 

Chris Bell     521699  jcbell@mac.com 
PCC Secretary Clare Wilson  416438      pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer James May   529146      treasurer@ifieldparish.org 
Safeguarding Andy Cottee  202167 safeguarding@ifieldparish.org 
Finance Officer  Claire Budd 534783     finance.stmargarets@ifieldparish.org 
Youth and Children  Naomi Gater   852763  ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
Lychgate Bookings Lisa Hull  532337 imhull@talktalk.net 
 
New PCC Members 
At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 17th April, the following new members 
were elected to the PCC: 
Paula Holt, Ann Rice, Karen Kelso, Kathy Jones and Ines Manning (Deanery Synod 
representative) 

 

IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 
     www.stmargaretsifield.wordpress.com 
 

Follow us:  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1765334500346387/ 

Twitter https://twitter.com/Ifield_Church 
 

IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 
Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 

1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 
Parish Administrator Mave Eshun Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 

 
 

PLEASE SEND ANY UPDATES FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO JILL BELL   
reader@ifieldparish.org by 21st May 2018 


