
 

 - 1 – 
 

Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 
Loved as you are 

 
Sunday 29th December 2019 

 
Christmas 1 

 
All are welcome to St Margaret’s and we encourage all to take part fully 

in this service.   
Please do stay for coffee served at the back of the church after the 

service.  There is a toilet at the back of the church should you need to 
use it during the service.  

 
THE GATHERING 

 
Prelude: Jesu Redemptor omnium, from Sixteen Chorales Marcel Dupré 
        Jesus, Redeemer of all     1886 - 1971 
 
We stand at the entrance of the choir and clergy, who process during 
the voluntary: Prelude, Gottlieb Muffat 1690-1770 
 
We sing our opening hymn:  
 
Opening Hymn: 812 
William Dix. 
 
WHAT CHILD IS THIS who, laid to rest,  
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?   
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
while shepherds watch are keeping?   
This, this is Christ the King,  
whom shepherd’s guard and angels sing:  
come, greet the infant Lord,  
the babe, the Son of Mary! 
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Why lies he in such mean estate,  
where ox and ass are feeding?   
Good Christians, fear: for sinners here  
the silent Word is pleading.   
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through,  
the cross be borne for me, for you;  
hail, hail the Word made flesh,  
the babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh,  
come rich and poor, to own him.   
The King of kings salvation brings,  
let loving hearts enthrone him.   
Raise, raise the song on high, 
the Virgin sings her lullaby:  
joy, joy for Christ is born, 
the babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
The Greeting: 

Leader Grace, mercy and peace 
    from God our Father 
    and the Lord Jesus Christ 
    be with you 
  All  and also with you 
  Leader This is the day that the Lord has made 
  All  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
  Please sit as we confess our sins: 
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Invitation to Confession:   
 

Leader The gospel calls us to turn away from sin 
    and be faithful to Christ. 
    As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and 
    faith, 
    we renew our confidence and trust in his  
    mercy. 

  
Confession:  Lord God, 
    we have sinned against you; 
    we have done evil in your sight. 
    We are sorry and repent. 
    Have mercy upon us according to your love; 
    Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from 
    our sin. 
    Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to the  
    joy of your salvation:  through Jesus Christ our  
    Lord. Amen. 

 
Absolution: 
 
  Leader May the God of love 
    bring us back to himself, 
    forgive us our sins, 
    and assure us of his eternal love 
    in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
    Amen 
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Please stand to say 
 
The Venite:    

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord;   
    Let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our  
    salvation. 
 

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving   
and be glad in him with psalms. 

3 For the Lord is a great God    
and a great king above all gods 

 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth   

and the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 
5 The sea is his, for he made it,   

and his hands have moulded the dry land. 
  
6 Come, let us worship and bow down   

and kneel before the Lord our maker. 
 
7 For he is our God;   

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep 
of his hand. 

 
All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

And to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning is now 
And shall be for ever. Amen. 
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Please sit 
 
The Collect: 
 
Leader: Let us pray. 
 
 Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in 

your own image, and yet more wonderfully 
restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: grant 
that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we 
may share the life of his divinity; who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

  
1st Reading:   
Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

At the end the reader may say 
 
   This is the word of the Lord 
 All  Thanks be to God 

 
Please stand 
 
Hymn: 363 
Edmund Sears. 
   
IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR,  
that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth  
to touch their harps of gold:   
‘Peace on the earth, good-will to all,  
from heav’n’s all gracious King!’   
The world in solemn stillness lay  
to hear the angels sing. 
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Still through the cloven skies they come,  
with peaceful wings unfurled;  
and still their heav’nly music floats  
o’er all the weary world:  
above its sad and lowly plains  
they bend on hov’ring wing;  
and ever o’er its Babel-sounds  
the blessèd angels sing. 
 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife  
the world has suffered long;  
beneath the angel-strain have rolled  
two thousand years of wrong;  
and man, at war with man, hears not  
the love-song which they bring;  
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,  
and hear the angels sing! 
 
And ye, beneath life’s crushing load,  
whose forms are bending low,  
who toil along the climbing way  
with painful steps and slow:  
look now! For glad and golden hours  
come swiftly on the wing;  
O rest beside the weary road,  
and hear the angels sing. 
 
For lo, the days are hast’ning on,  
by prophets seen of old,  
when with the ever-circling years  
comes round the age of gold;  
when peace shall over all the earth  
its ancient splendours fling,  
and all the world give back the song  
which now the angels sing. 
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Please sit  
 
2nd Reading:   
Hebrews 2: 10-18 
 

At the end the reader may say 
 
   This is the word of the Lord 
 All  Thanks be to God 

 
Please stand 
 
Hymn: 782 
15th Century, trans: G.R Woodward 1849-1934.   
 
UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN!   
King of quires supernal;  
See on earth his life begun, 
Of lords the Lord eternal, 
Of lords the Lord eternal. 
 
Christ, from heav’n descending low, 
Comes on earth a stranger: 
Ox and ass their owner know 
Becradled in a manger, 
Becradled in a manger. 
 
Then did Herod sore affray, 
And grievously bewilder: 
So he gave the word to slay, 
And slew the little childer, 
And slew the little childer. 
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Of his love and mercy mild 
This the Christmas story, 
And O that Mary’s gentle Child 
Might lead us up to glory 
Might lead us up to glory. 

 
O and A and A and O 
Cum cantibus in choro, 
Let the merry organ go, 
Benedicamus Domino, 
Benedicamus Domino 
 
Please sit  
 
Gospel Reading:   
Matthew 2:13-23 
 

At the end the reader may say 
 
   This is the word of the Lord 
 All  Thanks be to God 

  
 
The Sermon  
 
We stand and say: 
 
The Apostles’ Creed:  
    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the 
    dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 
    Amen. 
 
 
Please sit for our prayers:  
 
Leader: Let us pray for the church and for the world,  
  and let us thank God for his goodness. 
 
 These responses may be used 
   
  Lord, in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer 
 
 and at the end of the prayers: 
 
  Merciful Father, 
 All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
  our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Leader: As our Saviour taught us, so we pray in faith: 
   

Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Lead us not into temptation 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours 
  now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Please stand for the Peace: 
 
Leader: We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
  We belong to him through faith, 
  heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.  
 
The Peace: 
Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
  And also with you.  
Leader: Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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Offertory hymn:   
Hymn: 649 
Edward Caswall.  
 
SEE, AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW,  
born for us on earth below,  
see, the tender Lamb appears,  
promised from eternal years.   
 
Hail, thou ever blessed morn,  
hail, redemption’s happy dawn!   
Sing through all Jerusalem,  
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 
Lo, within a manger lies  
he who built the starry skies;  
he who, throned in heights sublime,  
sits amid the cherubim. 
 
Say, you holy shepherds, say,  
what your joyful news today?   
Wherefore have you left your sheep  
on the lonely mountain steep? 
 
‘As we watched at dead of night,  
there appeared a wondrous light;  
angels, singing peace on earth,  
told us of the Saviour’s birth.’ 
 
Sacred infant, all divine,  
what a tender love was thine,  
thus to come from highest bliss,  
down to such a world as this! 
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Virgin mother, Mary, blest,  
by the joys that fill thy breast,  
pray for us, that we may prove  
worthy of the Saviour’s love. 
 
During this hymn a collection is taken. This is received and placed on the 
altar.  
 
Please sit 
Leader: Generous God, 
  creator, redeemer, sustainer, 
  at your table we present this money, 
  symbol of the work you have given us to do; 
  use it, use us, 
  in the service of your world 
  to the glory of your name. 
  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing: 
  
Leader: Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us all into the world to preach 
the gospel of his kingdom: 

  confirm us in this mission, 
  and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  Amen.  
 
Dismissal: 
 
Leader: We go into the world to walk in God’s light, 

to rejoice in God’s love 
and to reflect God’s glory. 
Let us bless the Lord. 
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All      Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
Final Hymn: 409 
Isaac Watts.  
 
JOY TO THE WORLD!  The Lord is come;  
let earth receive her King;  
let ev’ry heart prepare his room,  
and heav’n and nature sing,  
and heav’n and nature sing,  
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth!  The Saviour reigns;  
let us our songs employ;  
while fields and floods,  
rocks, hills and plains  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness,  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, and wonders of his love. 
      
The choir and clergy will process to the postlude: 
Pastoral Symphony from ‘Messiah’ George F Handel 1685-1759 
 

Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 
 

The service material in this booklet is taken from Common Worship.  
© Copyright 2000 The Archbishop’s Council 
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Notices 
Services next Sunday: 
Epiphany  

Said Holy Communion (8 am) 
Service of the Word (11 am) 

For our prayers  
The Parish: 

 
 

 
The Sick:         

 
 
 

 
The Departed: 

 
Year’s mind: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Also for our Prayers: 
 

 
The Tithe, Thirlmere Road, Treyford Close and Trist 
Way, Sycamore Close, Timberham Farm Road and 
Timberham Way 
 
Patients of Langley Green Hospital and Bill, Sophie, 
Evelyn Kerr, Clive, Sarah Colgate, Christine, Richard 
Aldridge, Howard Sanders, William MacKeen and 
Dorelle Downes  
 
Brian Durden and John Hopcroft 
 
Charles Spencer, Lilian Baker, Leonard Forshaw, 
Gwendoline Clarke, Roy Lock, Samuel Smith, Leonard 
Greaves, David Bright, Anthony Miller-Forward, 
Valerie Mayatt, Louise Skam, Teresa Gregory, Janice 
Jones, Claire Venner, Jeanne Chambers and Mary 
Newbury  
 
For all who refugees and asylum-seekers 
For our mission partners, Patricia and Peter 
Thanksgiving for all the joys of 2019  
Thanksgiving for the New Year and all the 
opportunities it will bring 

 
 

Notices Continued 
 
Planned Giving Envelopes for 2020 are ready for collection and are 
now on the table by the north door. 
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The next Archbishop of York. The Queen has approved the nomination 
of the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell as the next Archbishop of York.Bishop 
Stephen, currently Bishop of Chelmsford, will succeed Dr John Sentamu 
who retires in June of next year. Bishop Stephen, who will be the 98th 
occupant of the see of York, has a strong connection to Sussex. In 1988 
he was appointed Priest-in-charge, St Wilfrid’s in the Diocese of 
Chichester with the additional role of Assistant Director of Pastoral 
Studies and Tutor in Apologetics at Chichester Theological College. 
 
Do You Need Your Winter Fuel Allowance?  If not, Becky and the 
Family Support Work team would love to be able to share it among the 
needy families in their care.  If you would like to donate, please pick up 
an envelope from the literature table by the north door.  Thank you. 
 
We are a small group of ladies who regularly meet on Friday mornings 
to produce new arrangements and maintain those in church. It is 
really easy to make supermarket flowers into a lovely arrangement 
following a few simple rules which we would be happy to share with 
you. The cost of flowers we buy is reimbursed. We are looking for 
others to help and learn how to create the pedestals etc. If you would 
like to know more please contact the office or speak to Sue King.  
 
Sides Persons / Welcomers Needed – we would love you to be part of 
our Sides Person and Welcomer team, which is an important and 
integral part of our services; before, during and after. There is a list of 
duties already compiled, and you would be given training, so don’t 
worry! The more people we have the easier the rota is to manage and 
you wouldn’t be doing it more than once a month, although there are 
special services that we will ask for help if you can. If you would like 
more information or feel called to join the team please speak to me - 
Ann Rice. Thank you. 
 
Your used ink jet cartridges raise money for the church. Please bring 
them in and put them in the box on the windowsill. 
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Sunday School - during services on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of 
the month there is Sunday School for anyone aged 0-18. If your child is 
not yet at school you are welcome to take them out to the choir vestry 
where there are toys and colouring. If your child is at school they will 
join Naomi during the first hymn and go out to Lychgate to take part in 
some activities. They will return before the end of the service. 
Squeals - our parent and toddler group meets every Thursday from 10 
am in Lychgate.  
 
Youth Clubs - If your child is school year 2-6 then they can join Crazy 
Christians in church from 6.30 pm – 8 pm, if your child is year 7-11, 
then they can join Beyond Crazies in Lychgate from 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm. 
For more information see Naomi.  
 
Confirmation Classes - is your child in year 5-11? Are they considering 
confirmation? If so, speak to Naomi. Confirmation Classes will begin in 
the New Year on Sundays between 3 pm and 5 pm.  
 
SMILE ladies social event – Tickets have been reserved at Hawth 
Crawley for ‘The Sound Of Music’ musical on Thursday 26th March 2020 
at 7.30 pm.  Discount tickets are £30 each.  Let me know if you would 
like a ticket for this show - catch me in church most Sundays.  All ladies 
are welcome to attend (and men too!).  For further details contact 
Clare Wilson Email: pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org or 0776 1122 172 

 
Services over the New Year 

 
Wednesday 1st January:  NO SERVICE 
January 5th Epiphany:   Said Eucharist, 8 am,     
     First Sunday, 11 am 

 
On behalf of the Clergy and Parish Office we wish you a Happy New 

Year. 
 
See www.ifieldparish.org for service times, The Buzz, current service 

sheets, Church groups and events 


