
‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ 
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Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 

 
Sunday 2nd December 2018  

Advent Sunday 
 
 

All are welcome to St Margaret’s and we encourage all to take part fully in 
this service.  If you have mobility issues that make it difficult for you to 

come and receive communion or laying-on-of-hands for healing, should you 
want to, then do please notify our sides-people, and we will come to you. 

Please do stay for coffee served at the back of church after the service.  
There is a toilet at the back of church should you need to use it during the 

service.  
 

 THE GATHERING 
Prelude in C Minor, J.S.Bach 
 
We stand and sing: 

Hymn 140:  
John Marriott. 

COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS, 
born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 
 
Israel’s strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
 joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
Born thy people to deliver;  
born a child and yet a king;  
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born to reign in us for ever;  
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
By thine own eternal Spirit,  
rule in all our hearts alone:  
by thine all-sufficient merit,  
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

THE GREETING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CROWN 
 

As the Advent Crown is lit (a symbol of the light of Christ coming into the 
world and into the darkness of our own lives) the following prayer is said: 

 

All  Lord Jesus, Light of the world, born in David’s city of 
Bethlehem, born like him to be a king:  Be born in our 
hearts this Christmastide, be king of our lives today.  
Amen. 

 
THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

 
All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE  
Celebrant Let us hear our Lord’s blessing on those who follow 

him. 
 Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. 

 Blessed are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth. 

 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. 

 Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy. 

 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God. 

 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called children of God. 

 Blessed are those who suffer persecution for 
righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Celebrant  When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things 
now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes 
of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us 
confess our sins. 

 
All Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done 
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evil in your sight.  We are sorry and repent.  Have 
mercy on us according to your love.  Wash away our 
wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a 
right spirit within us and restore to us the joy of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
Celebrant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a 

kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s 
will and give us the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
The Kyrie  
Copyright 1995 David Thorne Music. 
All     

THE COLLECT 

Celebrant  Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility; that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with 
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you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen 

 
We sit for the readings.  

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading  
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
Second Reading  
1 Thessalonians 3:9-end 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
Hymn 699:  
Charles Coffin.  

 

THE ADVENT OF OUR KING  
our prayers must now employ,  
and we must hymns of welcome sing  
in strains of holy joy.   
 
The everlasting Son  
incarnate deigns to be;  
himself a servant’s form puts on,  
to set his servants free. 
 
Daughter of Sion, rise  
to meet thy lowly King;  
nor let thy faithless heart despise  
the peace he comes to bring. 
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As Judge, on clouds of light,  
he soon will come again,  
and his true members all unite  
with him in heav’n to reign. 
 
All glory to the Son  
who comes to set us free,  
with Father, Spirit, ever One,  
through all eternity. 
 

Remain standing and turn to face the Gospel: 

The Gospel Reading 
Luke 21:25-36 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Luke. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end: 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Gospel Recession: Interlude, Cesar Franck 
 
Remain standing until the Priest has introduced the Sermon: 

THE SERMON  
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

All    We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named.  
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   We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love.  

   We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high.  

   We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each 
petition the following responses may be used: 
 

 Lord in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer 
 
and at the end of the prayers: 

  Merciful father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
We stand to share the peace: 

The Peace 
Celebrant In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on 

high shall break upon us, to give light to those who 
dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All And also with you. 
  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 As the Body of Christ receives its life from God, and offers its life to God, so 
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we, as members of that Body, greet each other in love. 
 
The Preparation of the Table 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Should you wish to make a donation to the work of St Margaret’s church a 

collection bowl is passed around during the following hymn.  If you are a UK 
Tax Payer do please consider placing your gift in one of the yellow GiftAid 

envelopes provided and complete the required details as this will enable us 
to claim back 25p/£1 donated.  Thank you! 

Hymn 61:  
Unknown, based on Psalm 46. 

 
BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD.   
Be still and know that I am God.   
Be still and know that I am God.   
 
I am the Lord that healeth thee.   
I am the Lord that healeth thee.   
I am the Lord that healeth thee. 
 
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust.   
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust.   
In thee, O Lord, I put my trust. 
 
Celebrant Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 

splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven 
and on earth is yours. 

All All things come from you, and of your own do we give 
you. 
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We sit or stand for: 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 The Lord is here 
All  His Spirit is with us. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and 

praise, almighty God and everlasting Father, through 
Jesus Christ your Son. 

 For when he humbled himself to come among us in 
human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before 
the foundation of the world to open for us the way of 
salvation. 

 
 Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we now 

watch for the day when Christ our Lord will come again 
in glory. And so we join our voices with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven to 
proclaim your glory, forever praising you and singing: 

 

Copyright 2012 David Thorne Music. 
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All  
 
 We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of 

your dear Son. 
 

 On the night before he died he had supper with his 
friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the 
bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me. 
 

 When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

 So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we 
plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all 
upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life 
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and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and 
resurrection until he comes in glory.   

  
Praise to you Lord Jesus: 
All  
 

 Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will 
be seen in all the earth.  Look with favour on your 

people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with 
St Margaret and all the saints to feast at your table in 
heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 
yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
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 For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
 are yours now and forever.   Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
The Giving of Communion 
 Come, not because you are strong, but because you 

are weak.  Come, not because any goodness of your 
own gives you any right to come, but because you 
need mercy and help. Come, because you love the Lord 
a little, and would like to love him more. 

 Come, because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
All  We do not presume to come to this your table, 

merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature 
is always to have mercy.   

 
 Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh 

of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
and our souls washed through his most precious 
blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him and 
he in us. Amen. 

 
We sing the Agnus Dei.    
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Copyright 2012 David Thorne Music. 

   
 

All are welcome to either come and receive Communion or a blessing.  If 
you would like a blessing rather than to receive Communion (the bread and 

wine) then please keep hold of your service sheet as you approach the 
servers at front of the church.  

 
Laying on of hands for healing is offered in the south aisle chapel during 

the distribution of communion.  This ministry is offered for your own 
needs or for someone who maybe on your heart and mind at this time. 

 
Those who are going into hospital in the coming week, or for some other 
reason, and who would like to be anointed with oil of healing and prayed 
for by a priest please do have a word with a priest after the service – they 

will gladly offer you this ministry. 

Communion: 
Short Prelude in E Minor, J.S. Bach 
Hymn 785:  
Taizé Community.  Copyright Ateliers et Presses de Taizé. 

   

WAIT FOR THE LORD, his day is near.   
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Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart! 
 
(The verses are sung by the cantor above the chant). 
Prepare the way for the Lord. Make a straight path for God.   
Prepare the way for the Lord. 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always: God is at hand.   
Joy and gladness for all who seek the Lord.   
 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.   
All the earth will see the Lord. 
 
I waited for the Lord. 
God heard my cry.   
 
Our eyes are fixed  
on the Lord our God. 
 
Seek first the kingdom of God.   
Seek and you shall find. 
 
O Lord, show us your way.   
Guide us in your truth. 
 
The Prayers after Communion 

Celebrant O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, 
when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service and joyful in his praise; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 
All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
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body and blood of your son Jesus Christ.  Through him 
we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 
sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen 

 
THE BLESSING OF THE TRAVELLING CRIB 

 
Celebrant God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ was born of the 

Virgin Mary for us and for our salvation; bless (+) this 
crib and the homes to which it travels in celebration of 
that holy birth; may all who see it be strengthened in 
faith, and receive the fullness of life he came to bring; 
who is alive and reigns forever.  Amen 

THE BLESSING 
 

Celebrant Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
 scatter the darkness from before your path, and make 

you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 

 
Hymn 307:  
Charles Oakley.  Copyright Martin Shaw Trust. 

 
HILLS OF THE NORTH, REJOICE,  
echoing songs arise,  
hail with united voice  
him who made earth and skies:  
he comes in righteousness and love,  
he brings salvation from above. 
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Isles of the southern seas  
sing to the list’ning earth,  
carry on ev’ry breeze  
hope of a world’s new birth:  
in Christ shall all be made anew,  
his word is sure, his promise true. 
 
Lands of the east, arise,  
he is your brightest morn,  
greet him with joyous eyes,  
praise shall his path adorn:  
the God whom you have longed to know  
in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 
 
Shores of the utmost west,  
lands of the setting sun,  
welcome the heav’nly guest  
in whom the dawn has come:  
he brings a never-ending light  
who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 
 
Shout, as you journey on,  
songs be in ev’ry mouth,  
lo, from the north they come,  
from east and west and south:  
in Jesus all shall find their rest,  
in him the longing earth be blest. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Celebrant  We go into the world to walk in God’s light,  
 to rejoice in God’s love,  
 and to reflect God’s glory. 
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  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All In the name of Christ.    
  

Postlude: Prelude in C Major, J.S. Bach, BWV 943 
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Notices 

 
Services next Sunday: 
Advent 2 

 
Said Holy Communion (8 am) 
FIISH (9.30 am) 
Sung Eucharist (11 am) 

For our prayers  
The Parish: 

 
 

 
The Sick:         

 
 
 

 
The Departed: 

 
 

Year’s mind: 
 
 

Also for our Prayers: 
 

 
Amorosa Close, Ardingly Close, Arnfield Close and 
Arthur Road, Blackthorn Close, Bonnetts Lane and 
Briar Close 
 
Patients of Langley Green Hospital and Judith 
Aldridge, Sean Bushell, Dorothy Warder, Gill, Bill, 
Dorelle Downes, Clare McCann, Joan Richmond, 
Janet, Jo, Anthony, Andrew and Jackie 
 
Rex Upham-Hill, Andrew Cheesman and Lynne 
Roberts 
 
Theresa Gregory, Richard Warder, Ken Adamson 
and Dilys Whorwood 
 

For our parish and all who minister to us 

For all who will receive the Travelling Crib into 

their homes 

Thanksgiving for the ReFresh team 

Thanksgiving for those who serve refreshments 

after our services 
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Notices Continued 
 
Sharing The Warmth This Winter:  If you are eligible to receive 

the Winter Fuel Payment this year, would you consider donating 

some, or all, of this to Family Support Work?  A donation of £200 

could make an enormous difference to a local family dreading the 

approach of the cold weather and the added pressures this will 

bring.  Response cards, with details of how to make your 

payment, are available on the literature table in church 

today.  Alternatively, your cheque, made out to CDAFSW, can be 

sent to:  Family Support Work, Garton House, 22 Stanford 

Avenue, Brighton, BN1 6AA.  Should you wish to Gift-Aid, an 

online form can be found at www.familysupportwork.org where 

you can read more about the charity’s work. 

 
Sunday School is available for all children aged 0-11 years old in 
the choir vestry. 
 
GDPR Form.  If you have not already done so please fill out the 

Consent form at the back of church to confirm how you would like 

the parish to hold and process your personal information.  Please 

hand the completed forms to the parish office. 

 

Old ink cartridges mobile phones.  Bring your old ink cartridges 

and phones to church to help raise money. Please place them in 

the box by the table.  

 

 

http://www.familysupportwork.org/
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Used Postage Stamps for Charity.  We’re collecting used postage 

stamps for charity, supporting the RNIB charity to raise funds for 

the blind and partially sighted.  Please cut the stamps from your 

envelopes, leaving a 1 cm border around each stamp.  Pop them 

into the RNIB box on the window sill near the church door.  Many 

thanks 

 

Crawley YMCA need our help! Can you support their ‘Love in a 

Box’ scheme this Christmas? It really does make a difference to the 

YMCA residents who might not otherwise be given anything. One 

of the YMCA keyworkers, Mel, who organises this says: “Giving a 

present to a young person on Christmas morning when they can’t 

be with their family and may not receive from anyone else, has an 

immense impact. Its more than the present, its showing that 

somebody cares.” 

If you want to take part just fill a shoe box with goodies [new and 

unused items only which might include: Vouchers (supermarket, 

cinema), food items (hampers), toiletries, make-up, DVDs, 

jewellery, sweets and chocolates, socks, gloves, hats, scarves, small 

games and gadgets, board games, mugs, stationery, books, comics. 

For health and safety reasons we cannot take candles, razors, 

scissors, alcohol, cigarettes] and label the box male or female 

depending who it might be most suitable for and then drop it off at 

either YMCA Crawley Foyer, RH11 7AQ or Ewhurst Road, 3- 5 

Ewhurst Rd, RH11 7JH.  Thank you!  
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This year’s Advent Service of Readings and Hymns is at 6 pm on 

Sunday 2nd December at St Margaret’s.  This is a beautiful service 

and a wonderful way of beginning to prepare for the coming of 

Christmas and of supporting our choir – do please join us if you 

can. 

 
Toy Service Plus - Sunday 9th December.   Please bring a new toy, a 
gift suitable for a teenager, or toiletries for an adult.   Our gifts will 
be distributed at Christmastime by Family Support Work, a charity 
which works with families who are finding life difficult, with special 
emphasis on the welfare of the children.  Our local Family Support 
practitioner, Becky, will be pleased to accept our donations. 
 
Travelling Crib - spaces are now limited if you would like to host 
the crib during Advent please contact Naomi or email her 
ycofficer@ifieldparish.org 
 
Nativity Festival - do you have a Nativity set that could be 
displayed? If so, please contact Naomi or email 
ycofficer@ifieldparish.org 
 
Nativity Festival - could you help by donating some mince pies or 
similar for refreshments during the day? If so, please speak to 
Naomi or email ycofficer@ifieldparish.org 
 
Youth Bible Study Group - this new group will be starting in 
January 2019. If you or your child are aged 8-18 and interested in 
coming along, please let Naomi know or email her on 
ycofficer@ifieldparish.org 
 

mailto:ycofficer@ifieldparish.org
mailto:ycofficer@ifieldparish.org
mailto:ycofficer@ifieldparish.org
mailto:ycofficer@ifieldparish.org
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Living Faith.  Living Faith is a course designed to help people find 

and grow in the ministry to which God is calling them.  It’s not 

meant just for people who are seeking ordained or authorized lay 

ministry, but for anyone active in church life who wants to grow in 

discipleship.  It is not a basics course, so participants will be 

expected to have some background in Christian life and thinking.  

The aim is to help people to apply the Bible and Christian thought 

to discipleship in their daily lives – in the church and in the world.  

Courses start early in the New Year, with an induction session on 

5th or 12th January at Church House in Hove.  Our local course will 

run at Holy Trinity Church, Tilgate, on Wednesdays at 7.00 pm on 

the following dates: Jan 16th, 23rd, 30th, Feb  6th, 13th, 20th, March 

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th April 3rd, 10th, May 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th and 

June 5th.  Leaflets about Living Faith can be found on the literature 

table.  If you are interested, please take one home and give it 

prayerful thought. Anyone applying is asked first to discuss this 

with their incumbent to gain their support for doing the course.  

So, if you think this might be for you, please speak to Simon.  The 

deadline for receipt of applications for the 2019 course is 17th 

December, so don’t delay! 
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SMILE Ladies – Plans for 2019 

• Thursday 24th January at 7.30 pm - meet up for a drink at the 

Plough and help put together some ideas for future activities 

Tickets have been reserved at Hawth Crawley for - 

• Greatest Showman Sing-along Saturday 9th February 2019 at 

7.30 pm £16 each / £13 for children 

• Rain Man on Wednesday 13th February 2019 at 7:30 pm. 

Discounted ticket cost is £23.00 each.  

• Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap – Wednesday 24th April at 7.30 

pm. Discounted ticket £31. 

Let me know if you would like a ticket for any of these shows - 

catch me in church most Sundays.  All ladies are welcome to attend 

our events (and men too!).   

For further details contact Clare Wilson Email: 

pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org or 0776 1122 172 

 

Save the Date - Summer Club 2019.  Thanks to all of the children 

that attended summer club this year, hopefully they had as much 

fun we did!  Next year summer club will be from 6th - 9th August 

with the Sunday Service on 11th August, please save the date in 

your diaries.  We'll share the details about registration in the new 

year.  If you are interested in helping with summer club please 

contact Veryan Nicholls (veryan_nicholls@hotmail.com / 07919 

201 254). 

 

See www.ifieldparish.org for service times, The Buzz, current 

service sheets, Church groups and events 
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