
 
 

    
 

   
 

    

 
 
		

Besides heralding the arrival of spring, March is the third 
month of our Diocesan Year of Prayer.  Has it made a 
difference to your prayer life?  If so, that’s great and there will 

be more to learn as the year progresses.  If not, there’s still plenty of time to 
benefit from all the prayer resources being provided by the Diocese and in 
our parish.  However deep our prayer life is, there’s always more we can do 
to enhance our personal relationship with our heavenly Father. 
 
It’s not too late to join in our parish Lent course, ‘Inspiring Visions’, which is 
being run in church on Wednesday evenings, starting at 7.30 pm and ending 
with the quiet, reflective service of Compline.  Many of our house group 
members will be taking part in this, but if evenings don’t suit you the group 
meeting on Friday mornings at 10.00 am in Bewbush Barn Church is following 
a 12-week course on prayer, and new members are always welcome. 
 
If you prefer to pray in the quiet of your own home, our newly-set-up church 
library has several books which you are welcome to borrow.  I should 
particularly like to recommend the following: 
‘The One Who Listens’ contains wise advice about personal prayer and 
intercession, as well as prayers for all occasions. 
‘Safer than a Known Way’, offers morning and evening prayers for a month, 
drawing on a range of Christian writers. 
‘Praying in the Presence of Our Lord with Mother Teresa’ contains her 
personal favourite prayers interspersed with the story of her life and work. 
‘Out of the Ordinary’ is a beautiful collection of prayers, poems and 
reflections for all seasons. 
In ‘Tides and Seasons’, David Adam draws on Celtic spirituality for prayers 
which echo the rhythms of creation. 
‘Praying with Francis of Assisi’ consists of meditations through which the 
reader is invited to pray as the saint did. 
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‘First Light’ is described as the perfect starting-point for people who want to 
pray, but are unsure where to begin. 
Finally, the library contains two copies of ‘The Lion Prayer Collection’.  This is 
a book to dip into, with prayers arranged under helpful headings covering a 
range of subjects, moods and needs. 
 
Whether you choose to pray with others or alone, it’s helpful to bear in mind 
these words from the Spiritual Letters of Don John Chapman:  “Pray as you 
can, not as you can’t.” 

Jill 
	

SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S 
 

Sundays    8.00 am Said Eucharist 
     11.00 am Sung Eucharist 
2nd Sunday    9.30 am FIISH for young families  
1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays during 11.00 Sung Eucharist + Sunday School 
3rd Sunday   6.00 pm Encounter  
4th Sunday   9.30 am Re-FRESH  
Monday-Saturday  8.30 am Morning Prayer 
     5.30 pm Evening Prayer    
Wednesdays   10.00 am Said Eucharist 
1st Thursday   10.00 am Squeals on Wheels Pram & Toddler Service 

 
PARISH EVENTS  

March 
Thurs. 1st    SMILE to Beauty and the Beast at The Hawth 
Fri. 2nd  1.30 pm MU Meeting, Lychgate Cottage 
Mon. 4th  10.00 am Quiet Half-Hour at the Friends’ Meeting House 
Wed. 7th  12 noon Lent Lunch in Lychgate Cottage 

7.30 pm  Inspiring Vision Lent Course followed by Compline 
Thurs. 8th  9.00-11.00  Squeals on Wheels to Mini Mayhem, County Mall 
Sat. 10th  10.00 am MU Posy Making for Mothering Sunday 
Wed. 14th  7.30 pm Inspiring Vision Lent Course followed by Compline 
Tues. 20th  7.30 pm PCC Meeting 
Wed. 21st  7.30 pm Inspiring Vision Lent Course followed by Compline 
Fri. 23rd  12 noon Lent Lunch in Lychgate Cottage 
Fri. 30th  9.30-12.30  Good Friday Children’s Workshop in church 
 
 



 
April 
Sun. 1st    EASTER DAY 
Fri. 6th  1.30 pm MU Meeting, Lychgate Cottage 
Wed. 11th  8.00 pm Creative Prayer Group at 19 Keswick Close, I. West 
Tues. 17th  7.30 pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting in church 
 

 

Bishop Martin’s Letter for Parishes – February 2018  

There are two major Christian festivals in March. They celebrate people 
whose response to God was tentative, but consistent.  

The first commemorates Joseph of Nazareth, the husband of Mary. The 
second festival celebrates Mary’s experience of the annunciation of the birth 
of Jesus.  

Christians of earlier generations found benefit in presenting the story of 
Easter as the culmination of Christmas, when Joseph and Mary were so 
prominent. They did this through a cycle of mystery plays, the most famous 
of which are still performed in York, telling the Christian story from creation 
to judgement at the end of time. These plays were a bridge between 
ordinary daily life and the drama of heaven come to earth in the Church’s 
liturgical worship.  

This year, an early Easter places Holy Week between the festivals of Joseph 
and of the annunciation. It is one of those periodic occurrences when dates 
and timing become symbolic.  

Mary and Joseph are two ordinary people, from the same working town, who 
fall in love and get married. In the middle of all that something incredible 
happens that transforms their lives. They become players in the divine drama 
of salvation. Their festivals stand on either side of Holy Week and they, as it 
were, invite us to connect with that drama through our experience today of 
God’s call and God’s power.  

In this Year of Prayer, my hope is that the drama of Holy Week will assume 
greater importance in your Christian life, and in your diary.  I hope that you, 
like Joseph and Mary, will allow the call of God to draw you into the drama of 
salvation: not as a spectator, but as a player, or agent, who will attract others 
to its reality, as you renew your commitment to know, love, follow Jesus.  

+Martin  

 



 
 
 
A novel way to raise £130 for our church 
Our churches and other buildings are all insured with Ecclesiastical Insurance 
which has insured the nation’s churches for 130 years. In recognition of this 
they will generously give our church £130 for any new Household Insurance 
taken out with them during 2018. 
So when it comes round to renewing your household insurance why not ask 
Ecclesiastical for a quote? Their standard cover is very good as it includes 
legal expenses, plumbing and drainage etc. that others may not. As with 
other insurance companies, you may need to ‘negotiate’.  Do not disclose 
what renewal with your current company will cost until they have given you 
a figure. Then you have room to ‘negotiate’!  
We switched to Ecclesiastical, saved money and the church benefitted by 
£130. 
This offer from Ecclesiastical applies to any policy taken out in 2018.  So 
when the time comes round, before 31st December, to renew your 
Household Insurance I would encourage you to see if you, too, can get a 
better or comparable offer.  All you need to do is call: 0800 783 0130 and 
quote ‘Trust130’ or visit  www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 
This is a generous offer that can really help our church, so please take 
advantage of it. 

Chris Bell 
 

 
 
 

PARISH HOUSE GROUPS 
Day & Time Contact Venue 

Tues. 7.30 pm Ian Edgson 552662 Varies – please check 
Tues. 8.00 pm Chris Bell 521699 Tree House, Rusper Road 
Wed. 2.00 pm  Viv Smith 01403 891059 175 Ifield Drive 
Fri. 10.00 am Jill Bell 521699 Bewbush Barn Church 

 
 
 
 

 



 
WHO’S WHO 

 
Team Rector Revd. Simon Newham 543126 rector@ifieldparish.org   
Curate  Revd. Jamie Gater 852763 curate@ifieldparish.org   
Retired Clergy Revd. Daphne Goodwin  886896  dapheter@aol.com 
            Revd Margaret Hanson611159 margaretphanson@btinternet.com  
Reader  Jill Bell   521699 reader@ifieldparish.org   
Parish Warden Rob Pudney  437038       rob@ifieldparish.org 
Acting Temporary Warden Chris Bell  521699  jcbell@mac.com 
PCC Secretary Clare Wilson  416438      pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer James May  529146      treasurer@ifieldparish.org 
Safeguarding Andy Cottee  202167
 safeguarding@ifieldparish.org 
Finance Officer  Claire Budd 534783     finance.stmargarets@ifieldparish.org 
Youth and Children  Naomi Gater   852763  ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
Lychgate Bookings Lisa Hull  532337 imhull@talktalk.net 

 
Follow us:  

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1765334500346387/ 
Twitter https://twitter.com/Ifield_Church 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on St. Margaret’s website 
https://stmargaretsifield.wordpress.com/ 

 
IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 

    www.stmargaretschurchifield.org  
 

IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 
Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 

1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 
Parish Administrator Mave Eshun Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 

 
 

PLEASE SEND ANY UPDATES FOR THE NEXT ISSUE TO JILL BELL   
reader@ifieldparish.org by 19th March 2018 

 
 


