
 

    
 

   

 

    
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW RECTOR! 
 

                                                                                                                                                          

My name is Christine Spencer and I am currently the Priest-in-charge 
at St Richard’s Church in Three Bridges and Northgate. I have been 
here since October 2018, having finished my curacy at St Mary’s in 
Storrington. I trained for ministry at St Stephen’s House in Oxford 
and my sending Parish was in Horsham, as that was where I grew up. 
So, really, I am a local girl at heart! Although a ‘cradle’ Christian my 
sending Parish was where I discovered and developed my faith. And 
it’s where I acquired a love of singing. I spent many happy years as 
part of the church choir; even returning some Sundays when I had 

left home. Although I don’t know the area around Ifield very well, it has always seemed a 
great place to be; with green fields, blue skies and all the amenities a big town can offer 
on the doorstep – very much the best of both worlds!  
 
Before training for ministry, I was a nurse and have, during my nursing career, been a 
registered general nurse, a paediatric nurse and a neonatal nurse (caring for premature 
and sick new-born babies). I have been a risk manager for serious clinical incidents in a 
big NHS Trust (basically investigating when things have gone wrong and making 
recommendations to change policies in order to make things safer). I have also 
considered complaints about the NHS whilst working as a senior investigating officer at 
the Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman’s office. All of these have given me a 
love of working with, and caring for, people. The ability to listen and the ability to lead 
teams and to recognise and develop talents and skills in others.  
 
It is a privilege to be appointed as the Rector of St Margaret’s and I am very excited to be 
joining you there. I am looking forward to getting to know you all and working with you 
to carry on the journey in faith that is happening already and building on that. It will be a 
real pleasure to join in with all that is going on and see what we can add or grow in order 
to encourage more people to come and see what is special about belonging to the 
Christian community of St Margaret’s. As well, I hope, as having some fun and laughs too. 
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I love walking, which is a good thing as I have a 3-year-old black Labrador. He loves 
walks…. and muddy puddles…..and streams. The muddy puddles, though, seem to be his 
absolute favourite part; the dirtier and stinkier the better! I am looking forward to 
exploring Ifield with him and at the same time hopefully getting to meet you – I will try 
my hardest to make sure he isn’t too muddy! 
 
Please be assured that you are in my prayers and please hold the people of the Parish of 
St Richard’s Three Bridges and Northgate, and me, in your prayers too. 
 
With every blessing,     

 
Revd Christine 
 
 
 
 

 

 

How do you feel about going outside, shopping, going to the pub, sending your 
children to school, coming to church?   After all these months of lockdown, are 
you afraid? 

Being afraid is a natural human reaction to the unknown.  It’s a phrase which appears 
numerous times in the Bible, beginning with Adam in the Book of Genesis: “I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.”  Because they were afraid, Biblical characters lied 
and deceived, armies fled from their enemies and leaders followed the whims of crowds. 
 
Jesus’ message was the opposite: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid” he told his terrified 
disciples caught in a storm on the lake; “Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 
sparrows”, he repeated as he sent them out to proclaim the good news of God’s kingdom;  
“Get up, and do not be afraid”, he commanded Peter, James and John on the mountain of 
the Transfiguration; “Don’t be afraid, just believe”, he told the synagogue leader who 
thought his daughter was dead.  Being afraid is a negative emotion. 
 
Fear, on the other hand, can be positive.  Fear can indicate a healthy respect.  There was a 
time when committed Christians were known as God-fearing people, and this was seen as 
a badge of honour. In the Old Testament story, Joseph won his brothers' trust when he 
declared he was a God-fearing man. 
 
“The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him”, writes the psalmist; “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom”, says the writer of Proverbs; “His mercy is on those who fear 
him”, says Mary in her song of praise.  ‘Fear of the Lord’ means far more than our narrow 
interpretation of the word – it combines awe, reverence, adoration, honour, worship, 
confidence, thankfulness and love.   According to Pope Francis: “The fear of the Lord … 
doesn’t mean being afraid of God, since we know that God is our Father that always loves 
and forgives us.” 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 



 
Just as a healthy fear of God is a wise reaction, so is a healthy fear – a respect - for the virus 
that can cause serious illness or even death.   As we consider how we approach getting back 
to our familiar activities, perhaps we should do so with a mix of courage and respect, each 
of us seeking the balance that is right not only for our own situation but also for the safety 
and health of our neighbour.  May we each find this balance, prayerfully.           

Jill 
 

 
SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S  

 
In the current circumstances the only services held in church will be on Sundays at 11.00 
am.  These will be recorded and posted on-line as soon as practical.   
 
1st Sunday     First Sunday Non-Eucharistic Service 
2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays   Holy Communion (said) 
 
On-line services will be as follows: 
 
2nd Sunday     FIISH for young families 
4th Sunday     ReFresh 
 
Weekly activities for children will be posted on the parish website. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the church toilet is not available for use. 

 
 
 

DO YOU NEED HELP? 

The following contacts have been set up for church members and all in our local 
community:  

For pastoral support: 07401 217648 or email pastoral@ifieldparish.org  

For other support: 07401 213932 or email community@ifieldparish.org  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

CONNECTING WITH THE COMMUNITY 

The PCC has set up a sub-group to help the parish connect with the community. Our 
working title is SMITCH (St. Margaret’s In The Community Helping). If you can think of a 
better name, we’re open to suggestions! 
We’re aware that many people in our congregation are already involved in local 
initiatives, which is great. We want to link some of that activity together. For example, 
Rob Pudney is involved with Christians Against Poverty; Sue Edgson is leading a 
befriending project to help with loneliness and isolation; and more broadly, Ian Edgson is 
the Treasurer for Talk Ifield, our local community forum.   
  
There are other churches and organisations already doing some great things locally, so 
we don’t need to invent anything new. We just want to try to help with what’s already 
happening and encourage more of our congregation to volunteer their time and talents. 
The SMITCH team’s first priorities will be to focus on local food poverty and mental 
health.  
  
We are establishing links with St. John’s and Elim churches and, through them, hooking 
into organisations like the Easter Team. The ‘Love Your Neighbour’ scheme is something 
we’re particularly keen to support.  
  
Sue Edgson can be contacted via email (sueedgson@crawleycommunityaction.org) or 
telephone (07716 641445) if you want to be a volunteer telephone befriender.  
  
Sue Gilbert is leading on the collecting and delivering of food. She wants to thank 
everyone who has already donated food for the Easter Team, who are very grateful. 
Currently, they especially need tinned dessert and tinned veg (e.g. potatoes, carrots, peas 
and sweetcorn) but all non-perishable staples will be gladly received. The Government 
and local council food parcel schemes will soon be drawing to a close, so the work of the 
Easter Team will become even more of a lifeline for many families in our community. If 
you would like to donate but are shielding, or don’t know of/can’t get to a collection 
point, please contact Sue via the Parish Office to arrange collection or drop off. All 
donations, no matter how big or small make a difference for those struggling in these 
difficult times.  
  

mailto:sueedgson@crawleycommunityaction.org


 
 

 

 

MARY SUMNER DAY – SUNDAY, 9th AUGUST 
 
Who was Mary Sumner?   Why has the Church of England, and Anglicans all round the world, 
set aside a day each year to remember her?    Briefly: she was a rector's wife who had such 
a good idea that others copied it - and continue to copy it over 140 years later. 
 
The birth of her first grandchild reminded Mary how inadequate she had felt as a first-time 
mother.  Surely, women from every social class needed to understand that motherhood was 
a profession and be equipped to perform it, both physically and spiritually, with God's love 
and rooted in prayer. 
 
As Rector's wife, she was in a position to invite all mothers to a meeting in the Rectory - a 
bold move indeed, for in Victorian society the class system was strictly observed.  On the 
day, Mary's boldness left her; she hid upstairs.   Rev George led the meeting, explaining 
Mary's plan which was well received.   Now emboldened, Mary led a second meeting to 
discuss the format. 
 
Mary's good idea was adopted in many parishes in Winchester but really spread 
countrywide when, in 1896, Mary was invited to speak at a large meeting of women.  The 
bishop of the day called this new society 'The Mother's Union' – and the name stuck.   
Missionaries to the [then] colonies took the idea with them.   Mothers' Union members 
went overseas to train local women, including Ruth Strudwick from Ifield who spent years 
in Zambia working with miners' wives in the copper belt.   Uprooted from tribe and family, 
they needed help to bond together, to bring up family – to make friends.   Ruth returned 
when educated women were able to fill and expand her role.   [She became our first parish 
Reader and her ashes are buried in the churchyard.] 



 
 
Fast forward to 2020 and Mothers' Union now worldwide: in 80 countries with over 4 million 
members in 800 dioceses.   Much has changed, of course: now anyone promising to uphold 
the society's mission and values can become a member:  promoting the importance of 
marriage, supporting families, nurturing faith and sensitively spreading the news of a loving 
God who cares for us all.   Mothers' Union works with people of all faiths and none in an 
ethos of mutual respect and collaboration.   So why no name change?   Members worldwide 
said Mothers' Union was too respected in their communities for a change of name! 
 
Key words for MU are Action & Outreach.  The Society has lobbying rights in the UN Council 
for Women, to study proposed legislation and help to amend it, if necessary; the literacy & 
financial planning programme has helped many women improve their lives: training in 
modern husbandry & farming methods has been set up; grandparents caring for 
grandchildren orphaned by AIDS have been supported; raising money for a new, modern 
maternity ward for safer childbirth.   These examples come from Chichester's link dioceses 
in Kenya but they, and many more, are replicated in many countries.   Nowadays, it's far too 
expensive, and quite unnecessary, to send and maintain expats abroad: money we collect 
is sent to local communities who use local trainers in necessary skills; MU also finances start-
up costs for new projects led by local members. 
 
In Chichester, we own 2 holiday caravans: we run a Family Contact Centre in Eastbourne – 
you've helped in our Mothering Sunday collections to raise money for these.   We run 
parenting discussion groups – we NEVER teach.   We organise activities for visiting children 
in Lewes & Ford prisons; we offer small Christmas gifts to detainees at Gatwick Removal 
Centre and attend Sunday Christian worship there bi-monthly where I am most ably 
supported by Ines & Richard, with Elsie from St Albans, Sue from Horsham and Mary from 
Pound Hill. 
 
Today, regrettably, a number of Ifield members feel they cannot be active any more but our 
Emergency Prayer Chain is alive and well.  Just this week [mid July] a complete stranger in 
great distress saw the phone number in the porch, rang, was spoken to with understanding 
and promised 7 days of prayer until, perhaps, a name could be added to the church weekly 
list; we support Naomi in her childrens' activities and next year, there'll be our traditional 
posies and a Mothering Sunday collection – we hope. 
 
 
 
You might find Mary Sumner's personal prayer inspires you as you consider ways to change 
your life, to move forward, when this year's troubles are over. 
 

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for Thee; 
and every life I touch, do Thou by thy Spirit quicken, 

whether through the word I speak, 



the prayer I breathe, 
or the life I live.   Amen. 

 

 

 

Ann Swaine 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHO’S WHO IN IFIELD PARISH 

 
Team Rector Designate Revd. Christine Spencer       
Curate  Revd. Jamie Gater 852763 curate@ifieldparish.org   
Retired Clergy Revd. Daphne Goodwin  886896  dapheter@aol.com  
Reader  Jill Bell   521699 reader@ifieldparish.org 
Authorised Lay Minister  Karen Kelso 971523 community@ifieldparish.org  
Parish Wardens Rob Pudney  437038       rob@ifieldparish.org 

Chris Bell     521699  chris@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Secretary Clare Wilson  416438      pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer James May   529146      treasurer@ifieldparish.org 
Safeguarding Andy Cottee  202167      safeguarding@ifieldparish.org 
Finance Officer  Claire Budd 534783     finance.stmargarets@ifieldparish.org 
Youth and Children  Naomi Gater   852763  ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
Lychgate Bookings Lisa Hull  532337 lmhull@virginmedia.com  

 
PLEASE NOTE 

St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on the parish website 

 
IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 

       www.ifieldparish.org 
  

Please send any information/photos for publication on the website to  
Carl Peirce carl@ifieldparish.org 

 
Follow us:  

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1765334500346387/ 

 
IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 

Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 

mailto:reader@ifieldparish.org
mailto:rob@ifieldparish.org
http://www.ifieldparish.org/


1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 
Parish Administrator: Mave Eshun   Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 
 
 

PLEASE SEND ANY UPDATES FOR THE SEPTEMBER 2020 ISSUE TO JILL BELL   
reader@ifieldparish.org by 24TH AUGUST 
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