
 
 

    
 

   
 

    
 

 
 

 
 

Every year I amazed at the power that the Christmas Story has to 
pull the crowds into church.  It’s the same story each year and yet 
people never seem to grow bored of it.  Perhaps that’s because 
it’s such a good story – it contains all the elements needed for the 
perfect drama: surprise; faith against the odds; a big baddie; 

innocent and vulnerable underdogs; mystery; adversity; danger; love; 
journeying; hope; joy; and so much more. 
 
It’s a story that speaks into the story of our lives and Christmas of course is a 
time when we naturally share stories.  Think of all those Christmas dinners 
spent with friends and relatives where we remember and retell stories of 
Christmases past.  This is one of the reasons that Christmas can be such a 
difficult and poignant time of year for many. 
 
Stories are powerful and all of us at St Margaret’s are there because someone 
– maybe a parent, a friend, a colleague - shared with us the story of their 
journey into faith.  How are we sharing our Christian story with others today?   
Just as the Christmas story powerfully draws people to church so too can our 
own story of faith when it’s shared appropriately with others through word and 
deed.  My hope for 2019 – the Year of Vocation (the word ‘vocation’ has its 
route in the word ‘to voice’) – is that each of us finds the courage, 
determination and the will to give voice to the story of our Christian journey, 
and in doing so help others to discover something of the joy, hope, peace and 
healing of knowing Jesus Christ. 

Simon 
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SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S 
 

Sundays    8.00 am Said Eucharist 
     11.00 am Sung Eucharist 
2nd Sunday    9.30 am FIISH for young families  
1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays during 11.00 Sung Eucharist + Sunday School 
4th Sunday   9.30 am Re-FRESH  
Monday-Saturday  8.30 am Morning Prayer 
     5.30 pm Evening Prayer    
Wednesdays   10.00 am Said Eucharist 
2nd Thursday    10.00 am Squeals on Wheels Pram & Toddler Service* 
 
• Please note the December service will be on Thursday 20th at 10.00 am 

 
 

PARISH EVENTS  
 
December 
Sun. 2nd  6.00 pm Advent Carol Service 
Fri. 7th  1.30 pm MU Meeting 
Sat. 8th  7.00-9.30 pm Kindle Youth Service 
Sun. 9th  11.00 am Toy Service Plus (please see details below) 
Wed. 12th  7.00 pm 2nd Ifield Scouts Carol Service 
Sat. 15th  9.00 am – 6.00 pm  Nativity Festival  (please see details below) 
Sun. 16th  6.30 pm ReFresh Service 
Mon. 17th  1.30 pm Outreach 3-Way Carol Service 
Tues. 18th  7.30 pm Carols Down the Pub (The Plough) 
Thurs. 20th 2.00 pm Alzheimer’s Carol Service 
Sun. 23rd  6.00 pm Christmas Carol Service 
Mon. 24th  4.00 pm Crib Service 
   11.15 pm Midnight Service 
Tues. 25th  10.00 am Family Christmas Service 
 
January 
Fri. 4th  1.30 pm MU Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

PARISH HOUSE GROUPS 
 

Besides being a way of deepening our faith, being a member of a house group is 
a great way to get to know other members of the congregation in an informal 
setting.  If you would like to know more about any of these groups, please 
contact the person named below, or speak to our Reader, Jill Bell, on 01293 
521699 (reader@ifieldparish.org). 
 

Day & Time Contact Venue 
Tues. 7.30 pm Ian Edgson 552662 Varies – please check 
Tues. 8.00 pm Chris Bell 521699 Tree House, Rusper Road 
Wed. 2.00 pm  Viv Smith 01403 891059 175 Ifield Drive 
Fri. 10.00 am Jill Bell 521699 St. Alban’s Church  

 
In addition to these groups, which are open to all, Simon runs a Men’s House  
Group on alternate Mondays.  Please contact him for details. 
 
Also Naomi Gater, our Youth and Children’s Officer, is setting up Youth House 
Group in Lychgate Cottage on Sunday afternoons.  For further information,  
please contact Naomi, whose details can be found below.  

 
 

  



 
 

 
 

 

 
SHARING THE WARMTH THIS WINTER 

 

If you are eligible to receive the Winter Fuel Payment this year, would you 
consider donating some, or all, of this to Family Support Work?  A donation 
of £200 could make an enormous difference to a local family dreading the 
approach of the cold weather and the added pressures this will 
bring.  Response cards, with details of how to make your payment, are 
available on the literature table in church today.  Alternatively, your cheque, 
made out to CDAFSW, can be sent to:  Family Support Work, Garton House, 
22 Stanford Avenue, Brighton, BN1 6AA.  Should you wish to Gift-Aid, an 
online form can be found at www.familysupportwork.org where you can 
read more about the charity’s work. 
 

CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED 
 

We plan to run a course on Monday evenings, starting on 21st January.  If you 
would like to take part, please contact Jill Bell (reader@ifieldparish.org) or  
phone 01293 521699. 
 
 

 

TOY SERVICE 
PLUS 

SUNDAY 9
TH 
DECEMBER 

 11.00 AM 
Please bring toys, gifts for 

teenagers and toiletries for adults 

Donations will go to Chichester 
Diocesan Family Support Work 

 



 
 

LIVING FAITH 
 

Living Faith is a course designed to help people find and grow in the ministry 
to which God is calling them.  It’s not meant just for people who are seeking 
ordained or authorized lay ministry, but for anyone active in church life who 
wants to grow in discipleship.  It is not a basics course, so participants will be 
expected to have some background in Christian life and thinking.   
 
The aim is to help people to apply the Bible and Christian thought to 
discipleship in their daily lives – in the church and in the world. 
Courses start early in the New Year, with an induction session on 5th or 12th 
January at Church House in Hove.  Our local course will run at Holy Trinity 
Church, Tilgate, on Wednesdays at 7.00pm on the following dates: Jan 
16th,23rd,30th, Feb  6th,13th, 20th, March 6th,13th,20th,27th April 3rd,10th,May 
1st,8th,15th,22nd,29th and June 5th. 
 
Leaflets about Living Faith can be found on the literature table.  If you are 
interested, please take one home and give it prayerful thought. Anyone 
applying is asked first to discuss this with their incumbent to gain their 
support for doing the course.  So, if you think this might be for you, please 
speak to Simon.   
 
The deadline for receipt of applications for the 2019 course is 17th 
December, so don’t delay! 

 
 

 
CRAWLEY OPEN HOUSE 

Donations are always welcome.  Items currently being requested include 
sleeping bags - in the recent wet weather, many people's sleeping bags are 
becoming unusable; mugs; men's underwear/boxer shorts; men's socks; 
pasta sauces.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WHO’S WHO IN IFIELD PARISH 

 
Team Rector Revd. Simon Newham 543126 rector@ifieldparish.org   
Curate  Revd. Jamie Gater 852763 curate@ifieldparish.org   
Retired Clergy Revd. Daphne Goodwin  886896  dapheter@aol.com 
            Revd Margaret Hanson611159 margaretphanson@btinternet.com  
Reader  Jill Bell   521699 reader@ifieldparish.org   
Parish Wardens Rob Pudney  437038       rob@ifieldparish.org 

Chris Bell     521699  chris@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Secretary Clare Wilson  416438      pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer James May   529146      treasurer@ifieldparish.org 
Safeguarding Andy Cottee  202167 safeguarding@ifieldparish.org 
Finance Officer  Claire Budd 534783     finance.stmargarets@ifieldparish.org 
Youth and Children  Naomi Gater   852763  ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
Lychgate Bookings Lisa Hull  532337 lmhull@virginmedia.com  

 
PLEASE NOTE 

St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on St. Margaret’s website 

 
IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 

       www.ifieldparish.org 
  

Please send any information/photos for publication on the website to 
Carl Peirce carl@ifieldparish.org 

 
Follow us:  

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1765334500346387/ 
Twitter https://twitter.com/Ifield_Church 

 
IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 

Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 
1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 

Parish Administrator Mave Eshun Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 
 
 

PLEASE SEND ANY UPDATES FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE TO JILL BELL   
reader@ifieldparish.org by 21st January 

 
 
 


