
                                                                                                                                                         

 
 
My name is Christine Spencer and I am currently the Priest-in-charge at St Richard’s Church in Three 
Bridges and Northgate. I have been here since October 2018, having finished my curacy at St Mary’s in 
Storrington. I trained for ministry at St Stephen’s House in Oxford and my sending Parish was in Horsham, 
as that was where I grew up. So, really, I am a local girl at heart! Although a ‘cradle’ Christian my sending 
Parish was where I discovered and developed my faith. And it’s where I acquired a love of singing. I spent 
many happy years as part of the church choir; even returning some Sundays when I had left home. 
Although I don’t know the area around Ifield very well, it has always seemed a great place to be; with 
green fields, blue skies and all the amenities a big town can offer on the doorstep – very much the best of 
both worlds!  
 
Before training for ministry, I was a nurse and have, during my nursing career, been a registered general 
nurse, a paediatric nurse and a neonatal nurse (caring for premature and sick new-born babies). I have 
been a risk manager for serious clinical incidents in a big NHS Trust (basically investigating when things 
have gone wrong and making recommendations to change policies in order to make things safer). I have 
also considered complaints about the NHS whilst working as a senior investigating officer at the 
Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman’s office. All of these have given me a love of working with, 
and caring for, people. The ability to listen and the ability to lead teams and to recognise and develop 
talents and skills in others.  
 
It is a privilege to be appointed as the Rector of St Margaret’s and I am very excited to be joining you there. 
I am looking forward to getting to know you all and working with you to carry on the journey in faith that is 
happening already and building on that. It will be a real pleasure to join in with all that is going on and see 
what we can add or grow in order to encourage more people to come and see what is special about 
belonging to the Christian community of St Margaret’s. As well, I hope, as having some fun and laughs too. 
 
I love walking, which is a good thing as I have a 3-year-old black Labrador. He loves walks…. and muddy 
puddles…..and streams. The muddy puddles, though, seem to be his absolute favourite part; the dirtier and 
stinkier the better! I am looking forward to exploring Ifield with him and at the same time hopefully getting 
to meet you – I will try my hardest to make sure he isn’t too muddy! 
 
Please be assured that you are in my prayers and please hold the people of the Parish of St Richard’s Three 
Bridges and Northgate, and me, in your prayers too. 
 
With every blessing,     
 
Revd Christine 


