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Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 

 
Sunday 22nd December 2019  

Advent 4 
 
 

All are welcome to St Margaret’s and we encourage all to take part fully in 
this service.  If you have mobility issues that make it difficult for you to 

come and receive communion or laying-on-of-hands for healing, should you 
want to, then do please notify our sides-people, and we will come to you. 

Please do stay for coffee served at the back of church after the service.  
There is a toilet at the back of church should you need to use it during the 

service.  
 

This morning we welcome our Celebrant and Preacher:  Rev’d Francis Pole 
 

 THE GATHERING 
Prelude: Ave Maria, Arcadelt, arranged Franz Liszt 1811-1886 
We stand at the entrance of the choir and clergy who process during the 
voluntary: Veni Emmanuel, Chorale, Stephen C Horsman 

 
Prelude:  
 
We stand and sing: 
Hymn 535:  
John Neale.  
 
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL,  
and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here,  
until the Son of God appear.   
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Rejoice, rejoice!   
Emmanuel shall come to thee,  
O Israel. 
 
O come, thou rod of Jesse, free  
thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  
from depths of hell thy people save,  
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice, rejoice!   
 
O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer  
our spirits by thine advent here;  
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.   
Rejoice, rejoice!   
 
O come, thou key of David, come  
and open wide our heav’nly home;  
make safe the way that leads on high,  
and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice, rejoice!   
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might,  
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height  
in ancient times didst give the Law,  
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice, rejoice!   
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THE GREETING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CROWN 
 

As the Advent Crown is lit (a symbol of the light of Christ coming into the 
world and into the darkness of our own lives) we sing: 

and we pray the following: 
 

All  Lord Jesus, Light of the World; blessed is Gabriel who 
brought good news; blessed is Mary your mother.  
Bless your Church preparing for Christmas, and bless 
your children who long for your coming.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE  

 
Celebrant  When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things 

now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes 
of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us 
confess our sins. 

All Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done 
evil in your sight.  We are sorry and repent.  Have 
mercy on us according to your love.  Wash away our 
wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a 
right spirit within us and restore to us the joy of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
Celebrant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a 

kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s 
will and give us the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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The Kyrie  
All     

THE COLLECT 
Celebrant  God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin 

Mary to be the Mother of your Son: grant that, as she 
looked for his coming as our Saviour, so we may be 
ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
We sit for the readings.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading  
Isaiah 7:10-16 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading  
Romans 1:1-7 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
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Hymn 699:  
Charles Coffin.  

 
THE ADVENT OF OUR KING  
our prayers must now employ,  
and we must hymns of welcome sing  
in strains of holy joy.   
 
The everlasting Son  
incarnate deigns to be;  
himself a servant’s form puts on,  
to set his servants free. 
 
Daughter of Sion, rise  
to meet thy lowly King;  
nor let thy faithless heart despise  
the peace he comes to bring. 
 
As Judge, on clouds of light,  
he soon will come again,  
and his true members all unite  
with him in heav’n to reign. 
 
All glory to the Son  
who comes to set us free,  
with Father, Spirit, ever One,  
through all eternity. 
 
Remain standing and turn to face the Gospel: 
 
 
 
 



Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 

‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ (Romans 15:7) 

The Gospel Reading 
Matthew 1:18-end 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end: 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Remain standing as we say together: 
 
All My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
 My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.   
 For he has looked with favour on his lowly servant, 

from this day all generations will call me blessed.   
 The Almighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
 
 He has mercy on those who fear him  
 in every generation.   
 He has shown the strength of his arm,  
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones  
 and has lifted up the lowly.  
 He has filled the hungry with good things  
 and the rich he has sent away empty.   
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 He has come to the help of his servant, Israel,  
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy.   
 The promise he made to our forebears:  
 to Abraham and his children for ever 
 
Gospel Procession: Versetto, Giovanni Battista Fasolo 1600-1659 
 
Remain standing until the Priest has introduced the Sermon: 
 

THE SERMON  
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
All We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.   
 For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
 he suffered death and was buried.   
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the  
 right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
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 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.   

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each 
petition the following responses may be used: 
 
 Lord in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer 
 
and at the end of the prayers: 
  Merciful father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
We stand to share the peace: 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on 

high shall break upon us, to give light to those who 
dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All And also with you. 
  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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 As the Body of Christ receives its life from God, and offers its life to God, so 
we, as members of that Body, greet each other in love. 
 
The Preparation of the Table 
The Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 
Should you wish to make a donation to the work of St Margaret’s church a 

collection bowl is passed around during the following hymn.  If you are a UK 
Tax Payer do please consider placing your gift in one of the yellow GiftAid 

envelopes provided and complete the required details as this will enable us 
to claim back 25p/£1 donated.  Thank you! 

 
Hymn 59:  
William Kirkpatrick.  Copyright © 1996 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 
 
AWAY IN A MANGER, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.   
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.   
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,  
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.   
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
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Celebrant  Heavenly Father we ask you to accept these prayers, 
left this past week, on the fishing net.  We pray that 
you will meet those who are named at their point of 
need.  May they know you are always with them. 

All Amen. 
 
Celebrant Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 

splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven 
and on earth is yours. 

All All things come from you, and of your own do we give 
you. 

 
We sit or stand for: 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 The Lord is here 
All  His Spirit is with us. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and 

praise, almighty God and everlasting Father, through 
Jesus Christ your Son.  He is the one foretold by all the 
prophets, whom the Virgin Mother bore with love 
beyond all telling.  John the Baptist was his herald and 
made him known when at last he came.   
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 In his love Christ fills us with joy as we prepare to 
celebrate his birth, so that when he comes again he 
may find us watching in prayer, our hearts filled with 
wonder and praise. And so, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your glory, and join in their unending hymn of 
praise: 

 
All  

  
Choir: Heaven and earth are full of your glory,  

 hosanna in the highest. R 
 

     Choir: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. R 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his command, send 
your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine 
outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your 
dear Son. 

  
 On the night before he died he had supper with his 

friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the 
bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me. 
 

 When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink 
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this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

 So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we 
plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all 
upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life 
and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and 
resurrection until he comes in glory.   

  
 Praise to you Lord Jesus: 
 
All

  

 Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will 
be seen in all the earth.  Look with favour on your 
people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with 
St Margaret and all the saints to feast at your table in 
heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 
yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
 are yours now and forever.   Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 
 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
The Giving of Communion 
  
 Come, not because you are strong, but because you 

are weak.  Come, not because any goodness of your 
own gives you any right to come, but because you 
need mercy and help. Come, because you love the Lord 
a little, and would like to love him more. 

 Come, because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
All  We do not presume to come to this your table, 

merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not 
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worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature 
is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by his body and our souls washed through 
his most precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him and he in us. Amen. 

 
We sing the Agnus Dei.   
 

All are welcome to either come and receive Communion or a blessing.  If you 
would like a blessing rather than to receive Communion (the bread and 
wine) then please keep hold of your service sheet as you approach the 

servers at front of the church.  
 

Laying on of hands for healing is offered in the south aisle chapel during 
the distribution of communion.  This ministry is offered for your own 

needs or for someone who maybe on your heart and mind at this time. 
 

Those who are going into hospital in the coming week, or for some other 
reason, and who would like to be anointed with oil of healing and prayed 
for by a priest please do have a word with a priest after the service – they 

will gladly offer you this ministry. 
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During the distribution of Communion 
Creator alme siderum, Marcel Dupré 1886-1971 
Mighty Creator of the Skies 
 
Hymn 785:  
Jacques Berthier  Copyright 1984 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé. 
   
WAIT FOR THE LORD, his day is near.   
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart! 
 
Cantor: 
Prepare the way for the Lord. Make a straight path for God.   
Prepare the way for the Lord. 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always: God is at hand.   
Joy and gladness for all who seek the Lord.   
 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed.   
All the earth will see the Lord. 
 
I waited for the Lord. 
God heard my cry.   
 
Our eyes are fixed  
on the Lord our God. 
 
Seek first the kingdom of God.   
Seek and you shall find. 
 
O Lord, show us your way.   
Guide us in your truth. 
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THE PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Celebrant Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your 
servants with your grace, that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 
All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

body and blood of your son Jesus Christ.  Through him 
we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 
sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

 May God the Father, judge all-merciful, make us 
worthy of a place in his kingdom. Amen. 

 
May God the Son, coming among us in power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. Amen. 

 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. Amen. 

 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Celebrant Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
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All Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Celebrant May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and 
waiting.  

All Amen. 
 
Hymn 700:  
Sabine Baring-Gould 1843-1924  
 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.  
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden, Mary, 
most highly favoured lady,’ Gloria! 

 
‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be.    
All generations laud and honour thee.   
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, be seers foretold,  
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 

 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head.   
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said.   
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’   
Most highly favoured lady!  Gloria! 

 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born  
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn;  
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:  
‘Most highly favoured lady.’  Gloria! 
 
The Choir and Clergy will recess to: 
 
Postlude: Pastorale, BWV 591 J.S. Bach 1865-1750 

Calamus Licence No: 95  C.C.L. Licence No: 210222 
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The service material in this booklet is taken from Common Worship. © Copyright 2000 
The Archbishop’s Council. 

 
Notices 

Services next Sunday: 
Christmas 1 

Said Holy Communion (8 am) 
Service of the Word (11 am) 

For our prayers  
The Parish: 

 
 

 
The Sick:         

 
 
 

 
 

The Departed: 
 

Year’s mind: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Also for our Prayers: 
 

 
Plough Close, Poynings Road, Prestwick Close 
and Puffin Road, Pegwell Close, Petworth 
Court and Purcell Road 
 
Patients of Langley Green Hospital and Bill, 
Sophie, Evelyn Kerr, Clive, Sarah Colgate, 
Christine, Richard Aldridge, Howard Sanders, 
William MacKeen, Dorelle Downes and John 
Hopcroft 
 
Brian Durden 
 
Dorothy Wainwright, Edna Humphrey, Bernard 
Lyons, Barbara Gittins, Kenneth Payne, Val 
Whorwood, Jacquline Baker, Eleanor Franklin, 
Ian Smith, Susan Seymour,  Dorothy Gordon, 
Barbara Underhill, George Davies, Ellen Tohley, 
Elizabeth Tohley, May Tohley, George Tohley, 
Thomas Tohley, Malcom Jones, Elsie Neal and 
Joan Ball  
 
For all who will spend this Christmas alone 
For our Parish Wardens in the Interregnum 
Thanksgiving for Crawley Open House  
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Thanksgiving for Family Support Work and our 
local practitioner, Becky 

Notices Continued 
 
Planned Giving Envelopes for 2020 are ready for collection and 
are now on the table by the north door. 
 
The next Archbishop of York. The Queen has approved the 
nomination of the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell as the next Archbishop 
of York.Bishop Stephen, currently Bishop of Chelmsford, will 
succeed Dr John Sentamu who retires in June of next year. Bishop 
Stephen, who will be the 98th occupant of the see of York, has a 
strong connection to Sussex. In 1988 he was appointed Priest-in-
charge, St Wilfrid’s in the Diocese of Chichester with the additional 
role of Assistant Director of Pastoral Studies and Tutor in 
Apologetics at Chichester Theological College. 
 
The Card Tree is up in church for people to leave their Christmas 
messages to friends in the congregation as an alternative writing 
lots of individual cards and make a donation to the charities we will 
support this year which are FSW and CMS.  Please do not leave 
cards in church for people as we do not have the space and they 
often don’t reach the people they are meant for. 
 
Do You Need Your Winter Fuel Allowance?  If not, Becky and the 
Family Support Work team would love to be able to share it among 
the needy families in their care.  If you would like to donate, please 
pick up an envelope from the literature table by the north door.  
Thank you. 
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We are a small group of ladies who regularly meet on Friday 
mornings to produce new arrangements and maintain those in 
church. It is really easy to make supermarket flowers into a lovely 
arrangement following a few simple rules which we would be 
happy to share with you. The cost of flowers we buy is 
reimbursed. We are looking for others to help and learn how to 
create the pedestals etc. If you would like to know more please 
contact the office or speak to Sue King.  
 
Sides Persons / Welcomers Needed – we would love you to be 
part of our Sides Person and Welcomer team, which is an 
important and integral part of our services; before, during and 
after. There is a list of duties already compiled, and you would be 
given training, so don’t worry! The more people we have the easier 
the rota is to manage and you wouldn’t be doing it more than once 
a month, although there are special services that we will ask for 
help if you can. If you would like more information or feel called to 
join the team please speak to me - Ann Rice. Thank you. 
 
Your used ink jet cartridges raise money for the church. Please 
bring them in and put them in the box on the windowsill. 
 
Sunday School - during services on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th 
Sundays of the month there is Sunday School for anyone aged 0-
18. If your child is not yet at school you are welcome to take them 
out to the choir vestry where there are toys and colouring. If your 
child is at school they will join Naomi during the first hymn and go 
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out to Lychgate to take part in some activities. They will return 
before the end of the service. 
Squeals - our parent and toddler group meets every Thursday from 
10 am in Lychgate.  
 
Youth Clubs - If your child is school year 2-6 then they can join 
Crazy Christians in church from 6.30 pm – 8 pm, if your child is year 
7-11, then they can join Beyond Crazies in Lychgate from 6.30 pm - 
8.30 pm. For more information see Naomi.  
 
Confirmation Classes - is your child in year 5-11? Are they 
considering confirmation? If so, speak to Naomi. Confirmation 
Classes will begin in the New Year on Sundays between 3 pm and 5 
pm.  
 
SMILE ladies social event – Tickets have been reserved at Hawth 
Crawley for ‘The Sound Of Music’ musical on Thursday 26th March 
2020 at 7.30 pm.  Discount tickets are £30 each.  Let me know if 
you would like a ticket for this show - catch me in church most 
Sundays.  All ladies are welcome to attend (and men too!).  For 
further details contact Clare Wilson Email: 
pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org or 0776 1122 172 
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Services over Christmas and the New Year 

 
24th December Christmas Eve: Crib Service, 4 pm 

Midnight Mass, 11 pm 
25th December Christmas Day:  Family Communion, 10 am  
Sunday 29th:      Said Eucharist, 8 am 

Service of the Word, 11 am 
Wednesday 1st January:   NO SERVICE 
January 5th Epiphany:     Said Eucharist, 8 am,   
       First Sunday, 11 am 

 
On behalf of the Clergy and Parish Office we wish you a Peaceful 

and Joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

 
See www.ifieldparish.org for service times, The Buzz, current 

service sheets, Church groups and events 
 

 


