
Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 

‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ (Romans 15:7) 

  
Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 

 
Sunday 15th December 2019  

Advent 3 
 
 

All are welcome to St Margaret’s and we encourage all to take part fully in 
this service.  If you have mobility issues that make it difficult for you to 

come and receive communion or laying-on-of-hands for healing, should you 
want to, then do please notify our sides-people, and we will come to you. 

Please do stay for coffee served at the back of the church after the service.  
There is a toilet at the back of the church should you need to use it during 

the service.  
 

This morning we welcome our Celebrant and Preacher:  Ven. Roger Combes 
 

Wachet Auf, Cantata 140, Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1750 
 

 THE GATHERING 
 

We stand at the entrance of the choir and clergy who process during the 
voluntary: Variation: Cantata 140 
 
Hymn 730:  
Michael Forster.  Copyright © 1963 Kevin Mathew Ltd. 
   
THE SAVIOUR WILL COME, RESPLENDENT IN JOY;  
the lame and the sick new strength will enjoy.   
The desert, rejoicing, shall burst into flow’r,  
the deaf and the speechless will sing in that hour! 
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The Saviour will come, like rain on the earth,  
to harvest at least his crop of great worth.   
In patience await him, with firmness of mind;  
both mercy and judgement his people will find. 
 
The Saviour will come, his truth we shall see:  
where lepers are cleansed, and captives set free.   
No finely clad princeling in place of gold,  
but Christ with his people, O wonder untold! 
 

THE GREETING 
Celebrant The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CROWN 
As the third candle in the Advent Crown is lit (a symbol of the light of Christ 

coming into the world and into the darkness of our own lives) we sing: 
 

 
John L. Bell ©1992 WGRC, The Iona Community, Glasgow G51 3UU 
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and pray the following prayer: 
 

All  Lord Jesus, Light of the World; John told the people to 
prepare, for you were very near.  As Christmas draws 
closer day by day, help us to be ready to welcome you 
now.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE  

 
Celebrant  When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things 

now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes 
of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us 
confess our sins. 

All Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done 
evil in your sight.  We are sorry and repent.  Have 
mercy on us according to your love.  Wash away our 
wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a 
right spirit within us and restore to us the joy of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
Celebrant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a 

kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s 
will and give us the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Kyrie 
 

All   

 
THE COLLECT 

 
Celebrant  O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your 

messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that 
the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may 
likewise so prepare and make ready your way by 
turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, that at your second coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
We sit for the readings.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading  
Isaiah 35:1-10 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
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Second Reading  
James 5:7-10 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
 
Hymn 246:  
Arthur Ainger. Copyright © 1996 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 
 
GOD IS WORKING HIS PURPOSE OUT  
as year succeeds to year. 
God is working his purpose out,  
and the time is drawing near; 
Nearer and nearer draws the time,  
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the  
glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 
 
From the east to the utmost west  
wherever foot has trod, 
through the mouths of his messengers  
echoes forth the voice of God: 
‘Listen to me, ye continents,  
ye islands, give ear to me, 
that the earth may be filled 
with the glory of God  
as the waters cover the sea.’ 
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How can we do the work of God,  
how prosper and increase 
harmony in the human race,  
and the reign of the perfect peace? 
What can we do to urge the time,  
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled  
with the glory of God  
as the waters cover the sea? 
 
March we forth in the strength of God, 
his banner is unfurled; 
let the light of the gospel shine 
in the darkness of the world: 
strengthen the weary, heal the sick,  
and set ev’ry captive free, 
that the earth shall be filled  
with the glory of God  
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
All our efforts are nothing worth  
unless God bless the deed; 
vain our hopes for the harvest tide  
till he brings to life the seed; 
Yet ever nearer and draws the time,  
the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled  
with the glory of God  
as the waters cover the sea. 
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Remain standing and turn to face the Gospel: 
The Gospel Reading 
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end: 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
Remain standing until the Priest has introduced the Sermon: 

 
THE SERMON  

 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
All    We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  
   We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love.  

   We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high.  

   We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
 



Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 

‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ (Romans 15:7) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each 
petition the following responses may be used: 
 
 Lord in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer 
 
and at the end of the prayers: 
  Merciful father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 
We stand to share the peace: 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on 

high shall break upon us, to give light to those who 
dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All And also with you. 
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 As the Body of Christ receives its life from God, and offers its life to God, so 
we, as members of that Body, greet each other in love. 
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The Preparation of the Table 
The Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 
Should you wish to make a donation to the work of St Margaret’s church a 

collection bowl is passed around during the following hymn.  If you are a UK 
Tax Payer do please consider placing your gift in one of the yellow GiftAid 

envelopes provided and complete the required details as this will enable us 
to claim back 25p/£1 donated.  Thank you! 

 
Hymn 638:  
Charles Wesley.   
 
REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING!   
Your Lord and King adore;  
mortals, give thanks and sing, 
 and triumph evermore.  
 
Lift up your heart,  
lift up your voice; 
rejoice, again I say,  
rejoice. 
 
Jesus the Saviour reigns,  
the God of truth and love;  
when he had purged our stains,  
he took his seat above. 
 
His kingdom cannot fail;  
he rules o’er earth and heav’n;  
the keys of death and hell  
are to our Jesus giv’n. 
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He sits at God’s right hand  
till all his foes submit,  
and bow to his command,  
and fall beneath his feet. 

 
Celebrant  Heavenly Father we ask you to accept these prayers, 

left this past week, on the fishing net.  We pray that 
you will meet those who are named at their point of 
need.  May they know you are always with them. 

All Amen. 
 
Celebrant Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 

splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven 
and on earth is yours. 

All All things come from you, and of your own do we give 
you. 

 
We sit or stand for: 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord is here 
All  His Spirit is with us. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and 

praise, almighty God and everlasting Father, through 
Jesus Christ your Son.  He is the one foretold by all the 
prophets, whom the Virgin Mother bore with love 
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beyond all telling.  John the Baptist was his herald and 
made him known when at last he came.  In his love 
Christ fills us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his 
birth, so that when he comes again he may find us 
watching in prayer, our hearts filled with wonder and 
praise. And so, with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we proclaim your glory, and 
join in their unending hymn of praise: 

 
All 
 

 Choir: Heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
 hosanna in the highest. R 
     Choir: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. R 

  
 We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his command, send 
your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

 On the night before he died he had supper with his 
friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the 
bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me. 
 

 When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
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of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

 So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we 
plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all 
upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life 
and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and 
resurrection until he comes in GLORY.   

  
 Praise to you Lord Jesus: 
All  
 

 Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will 
be seen in all the earth.  Look with favour on your 
people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with 
St Margaret and all the saints to feast at your table in 
heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 
yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.  

 
All  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
 are yours now and forever.   Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 
 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
The Giving of Communion 
 
 Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our Lord 

Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which 
he shed for you.  Eat and drink in remembrance that he 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving. 

 
All  We do not presume to come to this your table, 

merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not 
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worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature 
is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by his body and our souls washed through 
his most precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him and he in us. Amen. 

 
We sing the Agnus Dei.    

 
All are welcome to either come and receive Communion or a blessing.  If 

you would like a blessing rather than to receive Communion (the bread and 
wine) then please keep hold of your service sheet as you approach the 

servers at front of the church.  
 

Laying on of hands for healing is offered in the south aisle chapel during 
the distribution of communion.  This ministry is offered for your own 

needs or for someone who maybe on your heart and mind at this time. 
 

Those who are going into hospital in the coming week, or for some other 
reason, and who would like to be anointed with oil of healing and prayed 
for by a priest please do have a word with a priest after the service – they 

will gladly offer you this ministry. 
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Communion Hymn 
Hymn 785:  
Jacques Berthier © 1984Copyright Ateliers et Presses de Taizé. 
   
WAIT FOR THE LORD, his day is near.   
Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart! 
 

THE PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Celebrant We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ 
comes again we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.  Amen.   

 
All Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that 

when we were still far off you met us in your Son and 
brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your 
love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we 
who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the 
Spirit lights give light to the world.  Keep us firm in the 
hope you have set before us, so we and all your 
children shall be free, and the whole earth live to 
praise your name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
THE BLESSING 

  May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. Amen. 
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May God the Son, coming among us in power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. Amen. 

   May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. Amen. 

 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Celebrant Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
All Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
Celebrant May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and 

waiting.  
All Amen. 
 
Hymn 307:  
Luke Connaughton.  
Charles Oakley.  Copyright Martin Shaw Trust. 
 
HILLS OF THE NORTH, REJOICE,  
echoing songs arise,  
hail with united voice  
him who made earth and skies:  
he comes in righteousness and love,  
he brings salvation from above. 
 
Isles of the southern seas  
sing to the list’ning earth,  
carry on ev’ry breeze  
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hope of a world’s new birth:  
in Christ shall all be made anew,  
his word is sure, his promise true. 
Lands of the east, arise,  
he is your brightest morn,  
greet him with joyous eyes,  
praise shall his path adorn:  
the God whom you have longed to know  
in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 
 
Shores of the utmost west,  
lands of the setting sun,  
welcome the heav’nly guest  
in whom the dawn has come:  
he brings a never-ending light  
who triumphed o’er our darkest night. 
 
Shout, as you journey on,  
songs be in ev’ry mouth,  
lo, from the north they come,  
from east and west and south:  
in Jesus all shall find their rest,  
in him the longing earth be blest. 
 
The Choir and Clergy will recess to the postlude 

 
 
  

 
Calamus Licence No: 95  C.C.L. Licence No: 210222 

Kyrie, Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation, Agnus Dei from ‘The Mass of St Thomas’ David 
Thorne, Copyright 1995 David Thorne Music 

The service material in this booklet is taken from Common Worship. © Copyright 2000 
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The Archbishop’s Council. 

 

 

Notices 

Services next Sunday: 
 
Advent 4 

Said Holy Communion (8 am) 
Sung Eucharist (11 am) 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols (6pm) 

For our prayers  
The Parish: 

 
 

 
The Sick:         

 
 

 
 

The Departed: 
 

Year’s mind: 
 
 
 

Also for our Prayers: 
 

 
Lady Margaret Road, Lancelot Close, Lancing 
Close and Langdale Road, Juniper Road, Kestrel 
Close and Langley Drive 
 
Patients of Langley Green Hospital and Bill, 
Sophie, Evelyn Kerr, Clive, Sarah Colgate, 
Christine, Richard Aldridge, Howard Sanders 
and William MacKeen 
 
Geraint Thomas and John Stone 
 
Ronald Scott, Jason Simmonds, Arthur 
Billington, Brian Lloyd, David McDowell, Irene 
Merrick and Lionel Lyons 
 
For all at Outreach 3-Way 

For all the residents of care homes in our 
parish  

Thanksgiving for our local church schools 

Thanksgiving for all those who clean and 
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decorate our church 

 
 
 

Notices Continued 
 
The Christmas Issue of St. Margaret’s Church News is out today.  
Please do take a copy, read it and then put it through a neighbour’s 
door so that it reaches as many local residents as possible.  Bundles of 
copies for distribution via local businesses, schools and surgeries can 
be found on the table near the door.  Your help in delivering these 
would be much appreciated.  Thank you. 
 
The Card Tree is up in church for people to leave their Christmas 
messages to friends in the congregation as an alternative writing lots 
of individual cards and make a donation to the charities we will 
support this year which are FSW and CMS.  Please do not leave cards in 
church for people as we do not have the space and they often don’t 
reach the people they are meant for. 
 
A request for mince pie donations for the Carol service to be left in 
the office or with Lindsey at the 11 am service next week on the 22nd 
December.  Thank you in advance. 
 
Do You Need Your Winter Fuel Allowance?  If not, Becky and the 
Family Support Work team would love to be able to share it among the 
needy families in their care.  If you would like to donate, please pick up 
an envelope from the literature table by the north door.  Thank you. 
 
Sunday School - during services on the 1st, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of 
the month there is Sunday School for anyone aged 0-18. If your child is 
not yet at school you are welcome to take them out to the choir vestry 
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where there are toys and colouring. If your child is at school they will 
join Naomi during the first hymn and go out to Lychgate to take part in 
some activities. They will return before the end of the service. 
 
 
Squeals - our parent and toddler group meets every Thursday from 10 
am in Lychgate.  
 
Youth Clubs - If your child is school year 2-6 then they can join Crazy 
Christians in church from 6.30 pm – 8 pm, if your child is year 7-11, 
then they can join Beyond Crazies in Lychgate from 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm. 
For more information see Naomi.  
 
The Thanksgiving service for Geraint Thomas will take place on the 
17th of December at 1 pm in church.  Family flowers only please and 
donations will go to Open House. 
 
Carol Service Sunday 22nd December at 6 pm.  The carol service will be 
recorded by Susy Radio 103.4 fm and broadcast on Christmas Day. 
 
Confirmation Classes - is your child in year 5-11? Are they considering 
confirmation? If so, speak to Naomi. Confirmation Classes will begin in 
the New Year on Sundays between 3 pm and 5 pm.  
 
SMILE ladies social event –  Tickets have been reserved at Hawth 
Crawley for ‘The Sound Of Music’ musical on Thursday 26th March 2020 
at 7.30 pm.  Discount tickets are £30 each.  Let me know if you would 
like a ticket for this show - catch me in church most Sundays.  All ladies 
are welcome to attend (and men too!).  For further details contact 
Clare Wilson Email: pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org or 0776 1122 172 
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See www.ifieldparish.org for service times, The Buzz, current service 
sheets, Church groups and events 

 


