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What is happening at St. Margaret’s? 

Our search for a new Rector goes on.  An advertisement has been placed in the Church Times, which is published 

nationally. This, and our Parish Profile, can be viewed on our website. 

Meanwhile, we at St. Margaret’s continue to provide regular Sunday and weekday worship services, baptisms, 

weddings and funerals for the whole community, with the help of clergy from neighbouring parishes and “retired” 

clergy living in the area. 

Sadly, we have to report the death of much-loved Reverend Margaret Hanson, a Self-Supporting Minister who was a 

great source of strength to the parish for many years. You can read tributes to Margaret elsewhere in this issue. 

The good news for everyone who attends St. Margaret’s is that our heating system, which broke down in the run-up to 

Christmas last year, has been replaced thanks to the generosity of church members and those in the local community 

who have attended our various fund-raising functions. 

The shops are already full of Christmas gifts, food and decorations; the lights have been turned on in Regent Street and 

across the country. It’s all been going on for so long that you might be forgiven for having had enough of it already.   

St. Margaret’s has begun its Christmas preparations, too, but in a different way. Christmas, for us, does not begin until 

our Midnight Service at 11.00 pm on Christmas Eve. We call the season leading up to 25th December ‘Advent’, which 

simply means ‘coming’.  It begins just four Sundays before Christmas Day, and it’s a time we set aside to look forward 

to what Christmas is really all about – God, in the form of Jesus, being born on earth and living as one of us. We sing 

special Advent carols and hear readings which look back to God’s provision for his people in the past and forward to 

what he will provide in the future.  

St. Margaret’s will offer a warm welcome to everyone this Advent and Christmas season. There’s a wide variety of 

services to choose from and we hope that many of you will join us as we look forward to, and celebrate, the birth of 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

May God’s blessing be on you, your family and friends. 

 

Christmas at St. Margaret’s 

          8th        9:30 am FIISH 
                     11:00 am Toy Service Plus (please bring a new toy, a gift for a    
                                        teenager, or toiletries for an adult - to be donated to  
                                        Family Support Work). 

15th      6:30 pm ReFresh Christmas Special 
17th        7:30 pm Carols at The Plough Pub 
22nd     6:00 pm Christmas Carol Service 
24th      4:00 pm  Crib Service 
24th    11:00 pm Midnight Service 
25th   10:00 am Christmas Day Family Service 

 

 
 

 office@ifieldparish.org        01293 537578   www.ifieldparish.org  

http://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=st+margaret%27s+church+ifield+street+ifield+rh11+0nn


From the Editor… 

The run up to Christmas has been hijacked by a General Election which it seems no one 

wanted. Politicians whom no one really trusts anymore have been promising presents which 

nobody is convinced will be delivered. Is everything just hopeless? Where’s Noddy Holder? 

There is always hope. Things won’t stay like this; they’ll change. History shows us that.  

Christmas is a time to reflect, re-energise and re-connect. Christmas is a time to hope. I don’t 

think we should underestimate the power of God. We shouldn’t underestimate the power of 

love. We shouldn’t underestimate the power of simple things, or the effect that we can personally have on other 

people’s lives. I believe that the world is a much better place because we’re all in it and because we each have, within 

us, the capacity to change. We are all travellers through this world, just as Jesus was; journeying together, trying to 

find our way, looking for love and trying to make a difference. Charles Dickens said, “May it be said of us this 

Christmas season that we knew how to keep Christmas well”. And as Jesus (sort of) said, if we take hold of the life 

that is truly life, then God will take care of everything else. That’s the promise and spirit of Christmas. Whatever the 

politicians might say…                                                                                                                                  Ian Edgson 

Bridgeham Clinic News from Jo Strutt 
As another year draws to a close, we start reflecting on what has happened 

during the year, and what our plans are for next year. We are blessed to work at 

something we are passionate about and with like-minded individuals. We have 

two new osteopaths, Mike and Rey, who are looking forward to helping 

patients out of their broken phase and into their brilliant, goal-achieving future. 

We also hope to be able to continue building relations with the Manor Royal 

business area.  We have also been joined by a new Pilates instructor, Lindsay, 

who is doing a great new class on a Tuesday at 1pm and offering 1:1’s in the 

Pilates Machine studio. We are delighted to be able to offer nutrition 

consultations with Birgitta. She offers a full nutrition consultation as well as 

targeted nutrition for example for menopause/hormones. All these new 

practitioners complement and enhance what we already offer our patients and 

we look forward to seeing them blossom in the future. 

With the arrival of cold weather, we naturally think of those less fortunate than 

ourselves. At Bridgeham, we continue to support Crawley Open House and are 

currently collecting sleeping bags, blankets and warm clothing – new or good quality second-hand.  In December, we 

will be taking donations for their Reverse Advent Calendar, by collecting Christmas gifts suitable for all ages and 

particularly for children and pets.  We are happy to take your donations if you are in clinic or passing.   

If you, or someone you know, is affected by the change in seasons please let them know that Selena, our incredible 

acupuncturist can help them with this adjustment, or Sue can renew energies through her Pranic healing, and Becky 

can help with her stress and anxiety management techniques. 

In 2020 we are excited to launch a brand new website and will be running a Weight Loss Programme to help us all 

work off the post-Christmas excesses.  If you might be interested in joining us, please call our lovely reception team 

on 01293 542245. 

Don’t forget our top tip when it comes to wrapping all those presents, try to wrap them on a table rather than the 

floor.  The last thing you need is a bad back for Christmas! 

 Bridgeham Clinic Ltd:  01293 542245    info@bridgehamclinic.com   www.bridgehamclinic.com 
 

Martin Stone’s Topsy Turvy World 
 

A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. The teacher said it was physically 

impossible for a whale to swallow a human, because even though it was a very large mammal, 

its throat was very small. The little girl stated that in the Bible, Jonah was swallowed by a 

whale. Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not swallow a human; it was 

physically impossible. The little girl said, "When I get to heaven, I will ask Jonah". The 

teacher asked, "What if Jonah went to hell?" The little girl replied, "Then you ask him". 



                 Vintage Café at Lychgate Cottage 
We wanted to open a café that offered a warm and friendly environment 
where people could meet and chat. It is difficult to utilise Lychgate Cottage; 

however, we were really encouraged through prayer that this was needed and 

would grow. Each month, at least 25-30 people have attended. Some are 

church members, others are dog walkers and friends who have heard about us. 

We are considering expanding into the second room. We are passionate about 

finding cake recipes that people will enjoy. Our coffee is filtered and during 

the winter we will be providing Hot Chocolate as requested by one of our 

regulars. There isn’t a charge. However, people who attend are generous and 

we have received over £400 in weekly donations. 

We would love to see this grow. It is 

our vision to have this café thriving 

and ready to move into the new 

church extension. We have been 

supported by Crawley Council and 

Church members who have given 

their time to decorate the room and 

provide cakes every month. We also 

have team members who come over from Horsham to help us. Mave in the 

office works tirelessly to help and encourage us.  

The reward is to provide a service to everyone who wants to attend and feel 

part of our community. We feel blessed that we are surrounded by people 

who care. To improve our room, we would like tables that are easier to set up 

and it would be wonderful if we could improve Lychgate to become a centre 

for everyone to use. Who knows we could be meeting more than once a 

month!                                                                                         Viv  Smith 
 

Family Support Work has been helping children and families across 

Sussex since 1890. Set up to help those on the margins of society – those least able to 

support themselves – we work with families who are most at risk of slipping through the 

safety net offered by the state, and support parents as they try to ensure that their children 

have the best start in life. We support families through challenging times in their lives 

including low income and poverty; housing issues; mental or physical ill health; domestic 

violence; bereavement; the breakdown of family relationships and school refusal or 

exclusion. Where necessary we provide support with food parcels from our own food bank; 

clothing; household goods and winter fuel bills.  

Our work in Crawley is carried out by Becky Long, who is based at Broadfield 

Community Centre. Becky has been working for FSW since September 2018 and her first 

year in the job has been very busy. Becky works intensively with around 25 local families 

who are experiencing a variety of challenging situations, but the most common issues include struggles with mental 

health issues, social isolation and children with additional needs. The support each family needs is different but could 

include help to complete forms and access the correct benefits; moral support at meetings with schools and other 

services; arranging appointments or taking children out for a play session. Some of Becky’s clients require more 

specialist intervention and in these cases we act as a signposting service if we are not able to provide the required 

support ourselves. 

All of FSW’s support is provided to families free of charge and there is no time limit set as to how long we will work 

with a family. Families in need are able to refer themselves directly, or by a GP, school, church or other organisation.  

For more information about our work please visit our website 

www.familysupportwork.org, where you can also find more detailed information about 

how we support families and how to make a referral. We would love to hear from any local 

individuals or businesses who might be interested in supporting Becky’s work – contact 

Nikki, 01273 832963 or nikki@familysupportwork.org.uk.   

http://www.familysupportwork.org/
mailto:nikki@familysupportwork.org.uk


Who goes to a church like this? Sylvia Smith… 
How long have you been at St. Margaret’s? We’ve been regulars for 6 years. Before 

then, we only came at Easter and Christmas  

What word would your friends use to describe you?  Bossy (organizing but caring!) 

When and where were you the happiest? I try always to be happy 

What is your greatest fear? Cockroaches 

Which talent do you most wish you had? Musical talent 

What trait do you most dislike in others? Boastfulness 

What do you most value in your friends?  Loyalty 

What is your guilty pleasure? Chocolate and gin 

Who is your favourite fictional hero? Black Beauty 

Who are your real-life heroes? Nelson Mandela and Simon Weston 

What is your motto? Try to be as helpful as possible 

What is your favourite song? Someday by Ricky Nelson 

What is your favourite time? When I’m drinking lime cocktails on holiday 

On what occasions do you lie? I lie to help others, especially if they are being belittled 

What is your favourite food? Pie, mash and liquor (I was brought up in Peckham) 

What is your favourite quote? “Tomorrow is another day”, from Gone With The Wind 

What is your favourite indoor/outdoor activity? Badminton, bowls, bridge and gardening 

If you could learn to do anything, what would it be? I would learn to sing in tune 

If you could have one superpower, which would you choose? The ability to persuade warmongers to see sense 

What did you do growing up that got you into trouble? I broke a huge globe playing the fool in the classroom 

How would you like to spend eternity? Reunited with my mum, having a hearty laugh and loving each other 

Who did you have on your wall as a child? I lived in Peckham; we had bed-bugs on our wall 

Who is the most famous you’ve met? I met Archbishop Tutu and Princess Diana when I worked at St. Catherine’s 

Have you ever stolen anything? Yes, as a schoolgirl, I used to steal sweets whilst working in a tobacconists 

What’s the hardest thing you’ve ever done? Trying to answer these questions 

What do you want for Christmas? There is nothing I want, but worldwide peace would be great 
 

Remembering Margaret Hanson 
Margaret passionately and protectively loved her family, and Ifield Parish – its people and 

communities – were included within that generous, protective love. Margaret had a 

particular bias towards those whom she perceived were the underdog or outsider; woe 

betide anyone who she thought was being unjust or unfair towards such people and groups.  

Perhaps such protectiveness came from her own self-perceived weaknesses. Margaret was 

aware of how her dyslexia could cause her to stumble over words and liturgy, but she never 

allowed that to hold her back. Actually, I came to believe it was one of her greatest gifts.  

Margaret’s courage and generosity in being willing to stand up in front of people and lead 

us in worship with her dyslexia was something I found deeply encouraging and often 

deeply moving. Her willingness to do this came of course from her love of those whom she 

served and her love of her Lord – an example we could all learn from. As a colleague she was loyal, protective, faithful 

and wise. She would say what needed to be said, and I could always trust that if it came from Margaret I needed to 

listen. She could be stubborn and direct on occasion, but that would always be for the sake of another rather than 

herself and that made these endearing qualities. She also had a great sense of humour. I will never forget some of the 

fun we had together - usually finishing with her giving me a playful hit and the words, ‘Silly boy!’                                           

Simon Newham (Rector, 2009-2019) 
 

Margaret was a person of deep faith and a good dose of fun. She was a pastor to her fingertips and people were her 

workplace. She was ordained in 2005 and became an essential cog in the wheel of ministry in Crawley. A fine 

colleague; a thoroughly good and humble person; a committed wife, mother, grand-mother and great grandmother; and 

a very good friend and pastor to many.                                  Leonard Doolan (Rector, 1998-2008) 


