
‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ 
(Romans 15:7) 

  
Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 

 
Sunday 23rd December 2018  

Advent 4 
 
 

All are welcome to St Margaret’s and we encourage all to take part fully in 
this service.  If you have mobility issues that make it difficult for you to 

come and receive communion or laying-on-of-hands for healing, should you 
want to, then do please notify our sides-people, and we will come to you. 

Please do stay for coffee served at the back of church after the service.  
There is a toilet at the back of church should you need to use it during the 

service.  
 

 THE GATHERING 
Prelude: Ave Maria, Arcadelt, arranged Franz Liszt 
 
We stand and sing: 

Hymn 535:  
John Neale.  
 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL,  
and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here,  
until the Son of God appear.   
Rejoice, rejoice!   
Emmanuel shall come to thee,  
O Israel. 
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O come, thou rod of Jesse, free  
thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  
from depths of hell thy people save,  
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice, rejoice!   
 
O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer  
our spirits by thine advent here;  
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.   
Rejoice, rejoice!   
 
O come, thou key of David, come  
and open wide our heav’nly home;  
make safe the way that leads on high,  
and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice, rejoice!   
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might,  
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height  
in ancient times didst give the Law,  
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice, rejoice!   
 

THE GREETING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
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THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CROWN 
 

As the Advent Crown is lit (a symbol of the light of Christ coming into the 
world and into the darkness of our own lives) the following prayer is said: 

 

All  Lord Jesus, Light of the World; blessed is Gabriel who 
brought good news; blessed is Mary your mother.  
Bless your Church preparing for Christmas, and bless 
your children who long for your coming.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE  

 
Celebrant  When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things 

now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes 
of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us 
confess our sins. 

All Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done 
evil in your sight.  We are sorry and repent.  Have 
mercy on us according to your love.  Wash away our 
wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a 
right spirit within us and restore to us the joy of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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Celebrant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a 
kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s 
will and give us the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

 
The Kyrie  

Copyright 1995 David Thorne Music. 
 

All     

 
THE COLLECT 

Celebrant  God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she 
looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be 
ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
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We sit for the readings.  

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading  
Micah 5:2-5a 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading  
Hebrews 10:5-10 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
Hymn 700:  
Sabine Baring-Gould.  

THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.  
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden, Mary, 
most highly favoured lady,’ Gloria! 
 
‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be.    
All generations laud and honour thee.   
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, be seers foretold,  
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 
 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head.   
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said.   
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’   
Most highly favoured lady!  Gloria! 
 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born  
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn;  
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:  
‘Most highly favoured lady.’  Gloria! 
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Remain standing and turn to face the Gospel: 

The Gospel Reading 
Luke 1:39-45 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Luke. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end: 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Remain standing as we say together: 

 
All My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
 My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.   
 For he has looked with favour on his lowly servant, 

from this day all generations will call me blessed.   
 The Almighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
 
 He has mercy on those who fear him  
 in every generation.   
 He has shown the strength of his arm,  
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 
 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones  
 and has lifted up the lowly.  
 He has filled the hungry with good things  
 and the rich he has sent away empty.   
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 He has come to the help of his servant, Israel,  
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy.   
 The promise he made to our forebears:  
 to Abraham and his children for ever 
 
Improvisation: Veni Emmanuel S.C. Horsman 
Remain standing until the Priest has introduced the Sermon: 
 

THE SERMON  
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
All We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.   
 For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
 he suffered death and was buried.   
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the  
 right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 



‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ 
(Romans 15:7) 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.   
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each 
petition the following responses may be used: 
 

 Lord in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer 
 
and at the end of the prayers: 

  Merciful father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
We stand to share the peace: 

 
The Peace 
Celebrant In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on 

high shall break upon us, to give light to those who 
dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All And also with you. 
  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 As the Body of Christ receives its life from God, and offers its life to God, so 

we, as members of that Body, greet each other in love. 
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The Preparation of the Table 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Should you wish to make a donation to the work of St Margaret’s church a 
collection bowl is passed around during the following hymn.  If you are a UK 

Tax Payer do please consider placing your gift in one of the yellow GiftAid 
envelopes provided and complete the required details as this will enable us 

to claim back 25p/£1 donated.  Thank you! 

 
Hymn 687:  
Frances Havergal. 

 
TAKE MY LIFE, AND LET IT BE  
consecrated, Lord, to thee;  
take my moments and my days,  
let them flow in ceaseless praise.   
 
Take my hands, and let them move  
at the impulse of thy love;  
take my feet, and let them be  
swift and beautiful for thee. 
 
Take my voice, and let me sing  
always, only, for my King;  
take my lips, and let them be  
filled with messages from thee.   
 
Take my silver and my gold;  
not a mite would I withhold;  
take my intellect, and use  
ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 
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Take my will, and make it thine:  
it shall be no longer mine;  
take my heart: it is thine own;  
it shall be thy royal throne.   
 
Take my love; my Lord,  
I pour at thy feet its treasure-store;  
take myself, and I will be ever,  
only, all for thee. 

 
Celebrant Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 

splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven 
and on earth is yours. 

All All things come from you, and of your own do we give 
you. 

 
We sit or stand for: 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 The Lord is here 
All  His Spirit is with us. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and 

praise, almighty God and everlasting Father, through 
Jesus Christ your Son.  He is the one foretold by all the 
prophets, whom the Virgin Mother bore with love 
beyond all telling.  John the Baptist was his herald and 
made him known when at last he came.   
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 In his love Christ fills us with joy as we prepare to 
celebrate his birth, so that when he comes again he 
may find us watching in prayer, our hearts filled with 
wonder and praise. And so, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your glory, and join in their unending hymn of 
praise: 

 
Copyright 2012 David Thorne Music. 

All  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his command, send 
your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine 
outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your 
dear Son. 

 On the night before he died he had supper with his 
friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the 
bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me. 
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 When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

 So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we 
plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all 
upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life 
and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and 
resurrection until he comes in glory.   

  
 Praise to you Lord Jesus: 
 
All  

 
 Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will 
be seen in all the earth.  Look with favour on your 
people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with 
St Margaret and all the saints to feast at your table in 
heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 
yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
 are yours now and forever.   Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
The Giving of Communion 
  
 Come, not because you are strong, but because you 

are weak.  Come, not because any goodness of your 
own gives you any right to come, but because you 
need mercy and help. Come, because you love the Lord 
a little, and would like to love him more. 

 Come, because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
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All  We do not presume to come to this your table, 
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature 
is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by his body and our souls washed through 
his most precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him and he in us. Amen. 

 
We sing the Agnus Dei.   
Copyright 2012 David Thorne Music. 
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All are welcome to either come and receive Communion or a blessing.  If you 
would like a blessing rather than to receive Communion (the bread and 
wine) then please keep hold of your service sheet as you approach the 

servers at front of the church.  
 

Laying on of hands for healing is offered in the south aisle chapel during 
the distribution of communion.  This ministry is offered for your own 

needs or for someone who maybe on your heart and mind at this time. 
 

Those who are going into hospital in the coming week, or for some other 
reason, and who would like to be anointed with oil of healing and prayed 
for by a priest please do have a word with a priest after the service – they 

will gladly offer you this ministry. 

Communion 
La Vierge et L’Enfant from La Nativité du Seigneur, O Messiaen 
 
Hymn 722:  
John Milton. 

   

THE LORD WILL COME AND NOT BE SLOW,  
his footsteps cannot err,  
before him righteousness shall go,  
his royal harbinger. 
 
Truth from the earth, like to a flow’r,  
shall bud and blossom then;  
and justice, from her heav’nly bow’r,  
look down on mortal men. 
 
Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might,  
this wicked earth redress;  
for thou art he who shalt by right  
the nations all possess. 
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The nations all whom thou hast made  
shall come, and all shall frame  
to bow them low before thee, Lord,  
and glorify thy name. 
 
For great thou art, and wonders great  
by thy strong hand are done;  
thou in thy everlasting seat  
remainest God alone. 
 
The Prayers after Communion 

Celebrant Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your 
servants with your grace, that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 
All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

body and blood of your son Jesus Christ.  Through him 
we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 
sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

 May God the Father, judge all-merciful, make us 
worthy of a place in his kingdom. Amen. 

 
May God the Son, coming among us in power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. Amen. 
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May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. Amen. 

 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 

 
Hymn 692:  
Timothy Dudley-Smith.   Copyright © Timothy Dudley-Smith, Oxford University Press 
 

TELL OUT, MY SOUL, the greatness of the Lord!  
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;  
tender to me the promise of his word;  
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name!  
Make known His might, the deeds his arm has done;  
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;  
his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!  
Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of His word!  
Firm is his promise, and His mercy sure:  
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  
to children's children and for evermore!  
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THE DISMISSAL 
Celebrant Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
All Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
Celebrant May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and 

waiting.  
All Amen. 
 
Postlude: Pastorale, J.S. Bach, BWV 591 
 

Calamus Licence No: 95  C.C.L. Licence No: 210222 
The service material in this booklet is taken from Common Worship. © Copyright 2000 

The Archbishop’s Council. 
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Notices 

Services next Sunday: 
Christmas 1 

Said Holy Communion (8 am) 
Sung Eucharist (11 am) 

For our prayers  
The Parish: 

 
 

 
The Sick:         

 
 
 

 
 

The Departed: 
 

Year’s mind: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Also for our Prayers: 

 

 
Rectory Lane, Redwood Drive, Reedings and 
River Mead, Perth Close, Pine Close and Plover 
Close 
 
Patients of Langley Green Hospital and Judith 
Aldridge, Sean Bushell, Dorothy Warder, Gill, 
Bill, Dorelle Downes, Clare McCann, Joan 
Richmond, Janet, Jo, Anthony, Andrew and 
Jackie 
 
 
 
Barbara Gittins, Kenneth Payne, Val 
Whorwood, Jacquline Baker, Eleanor Franklin, 
Ian Smith, Susan Seymour,  Dorothy Gordon, 
Barbara Underhill, George Davies, Ellen Tohley, 
Elizabeth Tohley, May Tohley, George Tohley, 
Thomas Tohley, Malcom Jones, Elsie Neal, Joan 
Ball and Charles Spencer 
 
For all who will spend this Christmas alone 

For all who use the services of Crawley Open 

House  

Thanksgiving for our clergy team 

Thanksgiving for the work of the Children’s 

Society 
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Notices Continued 
 
Urgent Appeal.  Our hot air heating system is damaged beyond 

repair so we urgently need to install a new one which will cost 

about £50,000.  We are therefore making an urgent appeal for 

donations to pay for this work. Please make sure that your 

donation indicates that the gift is for the “Heating Fund”.  If you 

are a tax payer and would like the church to collect the tax refund 

then please use the yellow Gift Aid envelopes in the pews or if 

paying by any other means include your name and address so we 

can send you a Gift Aid Form. 

 

Planned Giving Envelopes for 2019 are ready for collection and 

are now on the table by the north door. 

 
Other Christmas Services at St Margaret’s 

 

Sunday 23rd December  

 Christmas Carol Service  6.00 p.m 

 

Christmas Eve (Monday 24th Dec.)  

 Family Candlelit Crib Service 4.00 p.m. 

 Midnight Mass 11.15 p.m.   

 

Christmas Day (Tuesday 25th Dec.)  

 Christmas Day Family Service 10.00 a.m. 

  

 



‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ 
(Romans 15:7) 

Sharing The Warmth This Winter:  If you are eligible to receive 

the Winter Fuel Payment this year, would you consider donating 

some, or all, of this to Family Support Work?  A donation of £200 

could make an enormous difference to a local family dreading the 

approach of the cold weather and the added pressures this will 

bring.  Response cards, with details of how to make your 

payment, are available on the literature table in church 

today.  Alternatively, your cheque, made out to CDAFSW, can be 

sent to:  Family Support Work, Garton House, 22 Stanford 

Avenue, Brighton, BN1 6AA.  Should you wish to Gift-Aid, an 

online form can be found at www.familysupportwork.org where 

you can read more about the charity’s work. 

 
Sunday School is available for all children aged 0-11 years old in 
the choir vestry. 
 

GDPR Form.  If you have not already done so please fill out the 

Consent form at the back of church to confirm how you would like 

the parish to hold and process your personal information.  Please 

hand the completed forms to the parish office. 

 

Old ink cartridges.  Please place them in the box by the table.  
Mobiles are no longer accepted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.familysupportwork.org/
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Used Postage Stamps for Charity.  We’re collecting used postage 

stamps for charity, supporting the RNIB charity to raise funds for 

the blind and partially sighted.  Please cut the stamps from your 

envelopes, leaving a 1 cm border around each stamp.  Pop them 

into the RNIB box on the window sill near the church door.  Many 

thanks 

 
Youth Bible Study Group - this new group will be starting in 
January 2019. If you or your child are aged 8-18 and interested in 
coming along, please let Naomi know or email her on 
ycofficer@ifieldparish.org 
 

Living Faith.  Living Faith is a course designed to help people find 
and grow in the ministry to which God is calling them.  It’s not 
meant just for people who are seeking ordained or authorized lay 
ministry, but for anyone active in church life who wants to grow in 
discipleship.  It is not a basics course, so participants will be 
expected to have some background in Christian life and thinking.  
The aim is to help people to apply the Bible and Christian thought 
to discipleship in their daily lives – in the church and in the world.  
Courses start early in the New Year, with an induction session on 
5th or 12th January at Church House in Hove.  Our local course will 
run at Holy Trinity Church, Tilgate, on Wednesdays at 7.00 pm on 
the following dates: Jan 16th, 23rd, 30th, Feb  6th, 13th, 20th, March 
6th, 13th, 20th, 27th April 3rd, 10th, May 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th and 
June 5th.  Leaflets about Living Faith can be found on the literature 
table.  If you are interested, please take one home and give it 
prayerful thought. Anyone applying is asked first to discuss this 
with their incumbent to gain their support for doing the course.  
So, if you think this might be for you, please speak to Simon.  The 

mailto:ycofficer@ifieldparish.org
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deadline for receipt of applications for the 2019 course is 7th 
January, so don’t delay! 
 

SMILE Ladies – Plans for 2019 

• Thursday 24th January at 7.30 pm - meet up for a drink at the 

Plough and help put together some ideas for future activities 

Tickets have been reserved at Hawth Crawley for - 

• Greatest Showman Sing-along Saturday 9th February 2019 at 

7.30 pm £16 each / £13 for children 

• Rain Man on Wednesday 13th February 2019 at 7:30 pm. 

Discounted ticket cost is £23.00 each.  

• Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap – Wednesday 24th April at 7.30 

pm. Discounted ticket £31. 

Let me know if you would like a ticket for any of these shows - 

catch me in church most Sundays.  All ladies are welcome to attend 

our events (and men too!).   

For further details contact Clare Wilson Email: 

pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org or 0776 1122 172 

 

Save the Date - Summer Club 2019.  Thanks to all of the children 

that attended summer club this year, hopefully they had as much 

fun we did!  Next year summer club will be from 6th - 9th August 

with the Sunday Service on 11th August, please save the date in 

your diaries.  We'll share the details about registration in the new 

year.  If you are interested in helping with summer club please 

contact Veryan Nicholls (veryan_nicholls@hotmail.com / 07919 

201 254). 

 

mailto:pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org
mailto:veryan_nicholls@hotmail.com
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On behalf of the Clergy and Parish Office we wish you a Peaceful 

and Joyous Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

See www.ifieldparish.org for service times, The Buzz, current 

service sheets, Church groups and events 

 
 

http://www.ifieldparish.org/

