
 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr Holmes and Dr Watson were going camping. They pitched their tent 
under the stars and went to sleep. Sometime in the middle of the night 
Holmes woke Watson up and said: "Watson, look up at the sky, and 
tell me what you see." Watson replied: "I see millions and millions of 
stars." Holmes said: "And what do you deduce from that?" Watson 
replied: "Well, if there are millions of stars, and if even a few of those 
have planets, it’s quite likely there are some planets like Earth out 

there. And if there are a few planets like Earth out there, there might also be life." And 
Holmes said: "Watson, you idiot, it means that somebody stole our tent." 
  
Sometimes when we read the Bible or hear it read, we try so hard to find the deeper 
truth that we miss the obvious, staring us right in the face. We are just like Watson, 
gazing up at the mystery of God’s word and missing the everyday truth of the gospel. 
And Christmas is no exception – at Christmas time we try and attend to the deeper 
truth of God Incarnate, Emmanuel, the Son of God coming to the earth and all that 
might mean, as a kind of protest to the commercial machine that Christmas has 
become, but we still miss the obvious.  
  
At Christmas time we hark back to a moment in history, when something remarkable 
and miraculous happened long ago, imagining what it might have been like if only we 
had been there, and what it might be like when he comes again, yet we still miss the 
obvious.  
  
At Christmas time we attempt to say something about Christian hope, the deeper truth 
of God’s promise, that on the night when Jesus was born a new kingdom came into 
being. And these first days of God’s plan for salvation occurred in a humble setting in 
the middle of Palestine. In a dimly lit stable, God began the restoration of humanity. 
This new creation, the birth of God’s Christ, fulfilled an age-old prophecy that began 
in a garden under a tree… where two people took their own path before God’s… 
despite all this, despite the rich tapestry of faith and tradition, despite the revelation, 
the life changing story of God coming to the world… we still miss the obvious. 
  
None of these things, history, hope and the nature of Jesus are unimportant – in fact 
they are truly central to the Christmas story, but these things without the obvious are 
at best, just concerns for theologians and philosophers. 
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Christmas was never meant to be something that we only look back on, without 
somehow attending to the Christmas that is right in front of us. Christmas was never 
meant to just be about a miraculous night in Bethlehem but was meant for the ordinary 
moments in our own lives today and tomorrow. The tent was the thing that Watson 
missed, but for many of us, the things that are missing in our Christmases today are 
those things that are left unspoken of. Like the fact that there are family and friends 
that we love but see no longer, or the financial pressures that Christmas can bring, or 
the anxiety we feel when so much expectation is placed on making Christmas look 
and feel right, or the depression that some feel due to loneliness, even when in a room 
full of family. This is the obvious, and yet it is missed so often.  
  
It is at times like Christmas we deeply miss those we love and see no longer. Amid 
the joy and merriment of the Christmas story the obvious that is so often missed by 
the world is indeed the pain and loneliness that many of us feel, in the Christmas of 
today. And this reminds me of the true meaning of Christmas. Jesus came not for 
accolades, gifts, nostalgia or tradition – he came for the broken-hearted, the lonely, 
the forgotten, the homeless, the mourning, the widow, the poor and the despised.  
  
Jesus was born in a backwater town of no significance, surrounded by animals, 
adored by shepherds, cared for by a teenage mother embarrassed and despised by 
her culture for being an unmarried mother. 
  
The message of Christmas is the truth that Jesus was born so that God could show 
how much He loves us. To say, ‘I am here. I feel your pain.’  
  
I have, like you, watched loved ones die. I will, like you, weep at the grave of friends. 
I will, like you, share in the hurt of the world when I walk to Calvary. God stepped into 
our world so that love could win, over the law, our pain, our loss and even our death.  
  
The obvious truth of Christmas, which is so often missed in the sparkle and glitter of 
the season, is that God didn’t come just for the privileged, the religious, the blessed 
and joyous, he came for those who hurt. The Good News of Christmas, and Jesus’ 
birth is that when we are looking up at the stars, or out at the world, wondering whether 
we are alone, we can truthfully say at all times, we are not. God is with us. 
  
Prior to Jesus’ birth, the people of God had heard and read in scripture four words 
repeated time and time again. In the book of Genesis, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Haggai, God says to his people ‘I am with you’. At Christmas 
these words come off the page of scripture and into our lives – Jesus is God with us, 
then, now and always. 
  
May you know the peace of the God child, as your Saviour, the one who knows you 
and loves you always. Amen 
 
Christine  
Revd Christine Spencer  
Rector  



 
SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S  

 
1st Sunday    8.00 am   Said Eucharist 

11.00 am   Non-Eucharistic Service 
 

2nd Sunday    9.30 am   FIISH for young families 
     11.00 am   Sung Eucharist 
 
3rd Sunday    9.30 am   All-Age Worship 
     11.00 am   Sung Eucharist 
 
4th & 5th Sundays   11.00 am   Sung Eucharist 
 
 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays  9.30 am   Said Eucharist 
  
 

Current guidelines are that masks must be worn in church. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Service of Advent Readings and Carols 

Sunday 28th November 

6.00 pm 
 



 
ADVENT COURSE 

 
In Advent there will be a course on Tuesday afternoons beginning on Tuesday 30th 
November at 2.30pm.  
   
This course is called ‘Light in the Darkness’ and its aim is to help us reflect at the 
darkest time of the year our calling to be lights for Christ.  
 
It will consider our faith in the aftermath of Covid. Each week will focus on one of four 
words that we have heard a lot during the last 20 months, ‘Distance’, ‘Safe’, ‘Trust’ 
and ‘Normal’.  
  
These sessions will last about an hour and will be held in church unless otherwise 
indicated.  
   
There is currently no need to book a place on these sessions, but this may change 
depending on Covid and any need for local restrictions. If it becomes necessary to 
book a place a sign-up sheet will be put out on the Sunday before the session. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dec 5th 8am Said Eucharist Dec 21st 5pm Carols Round the Tree (Held Outside*)

11am Toy Service (Non-Eucharistic) Dec 22nd 7.30pm Carols In The Pub (The Plough Ifield)

Dec 12th 9.30am FIISH Service Dec 24th 4pm Crib Service (Held Outside*)

11am Eucharist 11.15pm Midnight Mass

3pm Christingle Service Dec 25th 10am Family Christmas Eucharist

Dec 19th 9.30am All Age Worship Service Dec 26th 10am Said Eucharist

11am Eucharist Jan 2nd 8am Said Eucharist

6pm Nine Lessons & Carols 11am Epiphany (Non-Eucharistic)

Christmas Services

We Wish you 
all a Merry 
Christmas

*Unfortunately, no seating will be 
available, Service Sheets available 
from the website prior to arrival or use 
the QR Codes on your mobile, please 
wear appropriate footwear. www.ifieldparish.org



WELCOME 
 
To Revd Lizzie Green, curate from our neighbouring parish, who will be joining us on 
Advent Sunday for a placement.  We hope you enjoy your time with us, Lizzie. 
 
 
 
 

PARISH HOUSE GROUPS 
 
Besides being a way of deepening our faith, being a member  
of a house group is a great way to get to know other members  
of the congregation in an informal setting.  If you would like to  

know more about any of these groups, please contact the person named below, or  
speak to our Reader, Jill Bell, on 01293 521699 (reader@ifieldparish.org). 
               
Day & Time   Contact Venue Study Topic 
Mondays 
10.30 am  

Chris and Jill Bell 
521699 

Tree House, 
Rusper Road 

The Seven Signs of 
John’s Gospel 

Thursdays 
7.30 pm 

Ian Edgson 
552662 

Please check The Shack 
(book and movie) 

 

 

TOY SERVICE 
SUNDAY 5TH DECEMBER  - 11AM 

www.ifieldparish.org

Please bring toys for children 
over 2, vouchers for teenagers 
and toiletries for adults.

Donations will go to Chichester 
Diocesan Family Support Work



 

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS PILOT PROGRAMME 
2022 

Bishop Martin has invited us at St. Margaret’s to join in a pilot development 
programme designed to help church congregations pray about and reflect on our 
shared baptismal vocation and to encourage us to think more intentionally about 
church growth in all its dimensions.  

There are only 16 parishes across the Diocese being asked to participate at this 
stage. The pilot runs from January 2022 to June 2023 although volunteers will 
initially be asked to commit only from January 2022 to about May 2022. Participation 
sessions with the Revd Canon Rob Dillingham are at 7.00 pm on 27th January 2022 
and 7th April, and via Zoom on Thursdays 10th February, 24th February, 10th March 
and 24th March – with reflective Parish based prayer group sessions in between.  

We have been twinned with the parish of St Barnabas Pound Hill and St Nicholas 
Worth and we will play hosts for the first session in January 2022.  

I would ask you to commit to the both the Zoom sessions and the Parish prayer and 
reflective sessions. We will be prayed for weekly by name at the Cathedral and get 
the opportunity to attend evensong in the Cathedral in November next year. We will 
also have planned visits from Bishop Ruth and Archdeacon Angela during this time.  

If anyone would like to volunteer then please find the sign-up sheet in the church.  

I hope you will be enthused to join in with this pilot programme.  

Revd. Christine 

 
NEWS FROM THE EASTER TEAM  

 
 
Client numbers for the food bank are increasing although it’s pleasing to see that for 
some, who have had regular food parcels in the past, things are improving, as 
they’re asking less often now. And, in case you weren’t aware, your donations also 
help Open House which is supported from the Easter Team food bank depot. 
All non perishable foodstuffs gratefully accepted but there’s still a rice and pasta 
mountain.  
Thank you so much for your continued support.  

Sue Gilbert 

 



 
WHO’S WHO IN IFIELD PARISH 

 
Rector    Revd. Christine Spencer 561283             rector@ifieldparish.org    
Curate   Revd. Jamie Gater     852763 curate@ifieldparish.org 
Curate on Placement Revd. Lizzie Green  07565 126233 
          curatelizzie@ifieldparish.org 
Reader   Jill Bell   521699 reader@ifieldparish.org 
Parish Wardens        Rob Pudney             437038       rob@ifieldparish.org 

Chris Bell     521699  chris@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Secretary  Clare Wilson             416438         pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer  James May   529146       treasurer@ifieldparish.org 
Safeguarding  Andy Cottee             202167 safeguarding@ifieldparish.org

  
Youth and Children   Naomi Gater    852763  ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
Lychgate Bookings  Lisa Hull             532337 lmhull@virginmedia.com  

 
 
 

OUR RECTOR’S REST DAY 
Please note that Friday is our Rector’s rest day 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on the parish website 

 
 

IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 
       www.ifieldparish.org 
  

Please send any information/photos for publication on the website to  
Carl Peirce carl@ifieldparish.org 

 
Follow us:  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/stmargaretsifield 
 
 
 

IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 
Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 

1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 
Parish Administrator: Mave Eshun   Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 
 

 
 

 
Please send any updates for the January 2021 issue to Jill Bell   

reader@ifieldparish.org by 20th December 
 


