
‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ 
(Romans 15:7) 

  
Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 

 
Sunday 16th December 2018  

Advent 3 
 
 

All are welcome to St Margaret’s and we encourage all to take part fully in 
this service.  If you have mobility issues that make it difficult for you to 

come and receive communion or laying-on-of-hands for healing, should you 
want to, then do please notify our sides-people, and we will come to you. 

Please do stay for coffee served at the back of the church after the service.  
There is a toilet at the back of the church should you need to use it during 

the service.  
 

 THE GATHERING 
We stand at the entrance of the choir and clergy to music. 
 

THE GREETING 
Celebrant The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
 
Hymn 286:  
Edward Caswall. 

   

HARK! A HERALD VOICE IS CALLING:  
‘Christ is nigh!’ it seems to say;  
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness,  
O ye children of the day!’ 
 
Startled at the solemn warning,  
let the earth-bound soul arise;  
Christ, her sun, all sloth dispelling,  
shines upon the morning skies. 
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Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,  
comes with pardon down from heav’n;  
let us haste, with tears of sorrow,  
one and all to be forgiv’n. 
 
So when next he comes with glory,  
wrapping all the earth in fear,  
may he then, as our defender,  
on the clouds of heav’n appear. 
 
Honour, glory, virtue, merit,  
to the Father and the Son,  
with the co-eternal Spirit,  
while unending ages run. 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CROWN 

 
As the Advent Crown is lit (a symbol of the light of Christ coming into the 
world and into the darkness of our own lives) the following prayer is said: 

 

All  Lord Jesus, Light of the World; John told the people to 
prepare, for you were very near.  As Christmas draws 
closer day by day, help us to be ready to welcome you 
know.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 

All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE  
 
Celebrant  When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things 

now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes 
of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us 
confess our sins. 

All Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done 
evil in your sight.  We are sorry and repent.  Have 
mercy on us according to your love.  Wash away our 
wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a 
right spirit within us and restore to us the joy of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
Celebrant Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a 

kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s 
will and give us the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

The Kyrie 
 

All   
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THE COLLECT 

Celebrant  O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your 
messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that 
the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may 
likewise so prepare and make ready your way by 
turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, that at your second coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
We sit for the readings.  

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading  
Zephaniah 3:14-end 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading  
Philippians 4:4-7 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God 
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Hymn 223:  
John Newton.  
 

GLORIOUS THINGS OF THEE ARE SPOKEN, 
Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
formed thee for His own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 
 
See, the streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters, 
and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint, whilst such a river 
ever flows and thirst assuage? 
Grace which, like the Lord, the Giver, 
never fails from age to age. 
 
Round each habitation hov’ring,  
see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and cov’ring,  
showing that the Lord is near.  
Thus they march, the pillar leading,  
light by night and shade by day;  
daily on the manna feeding  
which he gives them when they pray. 
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Saviour, if of Zion's city 
I through grace a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in thy name. 
Fading is the worldling's pleasure, 
boasted pomp and empty show; 
solid joys and lasting treasure 
none but Zion's children know.  
 

Remain standing and turn to face the Gospel: 

The Gospel Reading 
Luke 3:7-18 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Luke. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
At the end: 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Remain standing until the Priest has introduced the Sermon: 

 
THE SERMON  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ 
(Romans 15:7) 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

All    We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named.  

   We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love.  

   We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high.  

   We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each 
petition the following responses may be used: 
 

 Lord in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer 
 
and at the end of the prayers: 

  Merciful father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
We stand to share the peace: 

 
The Peace 
Celebrant In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on 

high shall break upon us, to give light to those who 
dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All And also with you. 
  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 As the Body of Christ receives its life from God, and offers its life to God, so 
we, as members of that Body, greet each other in love. 
 
The Preparation of the Table 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Should you wish to make a donation to the work of St Margaret’s church a 
collection bowl is passed around during the following hymn.  If you are a UK 

Tax Payer do please consider placing your gift in one of the yellow GiftAid 
envelopes provided and complete the required details as this will enable us 

to claim back 25p/£1 donated.  Thank you! 
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Hymn 811:  
Joseph Scriven.  
 
WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS, 
all our sins and griefs to bear!  
What a privilege to carry  
ev’rything to him in prayer!   
O what peace we often forfeit,  
O what needless pain we bear,  
all because we do not carry  
ev’rything to God in prayer! 
 
Have we trials and temptations?   
Is there trouble anywhere?   
We should never be discouraged:  
take it to the Lord in prayer!   
Can we find a friend so faithful,  
who will all our sorrows share?   
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness –  
take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 
Are we weak and heavy-laden,  
cumbered with a load of care?   
Jesus only is our refuge,  
take it to the Lord in prayer!   
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?   
Take it to the Lord in prayer!   
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee,  
thou wilt find a solace there. 
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Celebrant Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 
splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven 
and on earth is yours. 

All All things come from you, and of your own do we give 
you. 

 
We sit or stand for: 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 The Lord is here 
All  His Spirit is with us. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and 

praise, almighty God and everlasting Father, through 
Jesus Christ your Son.  He is the one foretold by all the 
prophets, whom the Virgin Mother bore with love 
beyond all telling.  John the Baptist was his herald and 
made him known when at last he came.  In his love 
Christ fills us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his 
birth, so that when he comes again he may find us 
watching in prayer, our hearts filled with wonder and 
praise. And so, with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we proclaim your glory, and 
join in their unending hymn of praise: 
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All  

 We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his command, send 
your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

 On the night before he died he had supper with his 
friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke the 
bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me. 
 

 When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
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 So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we 
plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all 
upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread of life 
and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and 
resurrection until he comes in GLORY.   

  
 Praise to you Lord Jesus: 
All  

 Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will 
be seen in all the earth.  Look with favour on your 
people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with 
St Margaret and all the saints to feast at your table in 
heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 
yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory  
 are yours now and forever.   Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
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The Giving of Communion 
 Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our Lord 

Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his blood which 
he shed for you.  Eat and drink in remembrance that he 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving. 

All  We do not presume to come to this your table, 
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but 
in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature 
is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by his body and our souls washed through 
his most precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him and he in us. Amen. 

 
 
 
We sing the Agnus Dei.     
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All are welcome to either come and receive Communion or a blessing.  If 
you would like a blessing rather than to receive Communion (the bread and 

wine) then please keep hold of your service sheet as you approach the 
servers at front of the church.  

 
Laying on of hands for healing is offered in the south aisle chapel during 

the distribution of communion.  This ministry is offered for your own 
needs or for someone who maybe on your heart and mind at this time. 

 
Those who are going into hospital in the coming week, or for some other 
reason, and who would like to be anointed with oil of healing and prayed 
for by a priest please do have a word with a priest after the service – they 

will gladly offer you this ministry. 
 

Communion Hymns 
Hymn 463:  
Patrick Appleford.  Copyright © 1960 Josef Weinberger Ltd. 

 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, you have come to us, 
you are one with us, Mary's Son. 
Cleansing our souls from all their sin, 
pouring your love and goodness in, 
Jesus, our love for you we sing, 
living Lord. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, now and ev’ry day 
teach us how to pray, Son of God. 
You have commanded us to do 
this in remembrance, Lord, of you. 
Into our lives your pow’r breaks through, 
living Lord. 
 
 
 



‘Accept one another for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ 
(Romans 15:7) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, 
born as one of us, Mary's son. 
Led out to die on Calvary, 
risen from death to set us free, 
living Lord Jesus, help us see 
you are Lord. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you, 
live my life for you, Son of God. 
All Your commands I know are true, 
your many gifts will make me new, 
into my life your pow’r breaks through, 
living Lord.  
 
 
The Prayers after Communion 

Celebrant We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ 
comes again we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.  Amen.   

 
All Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that 

when we were still far off you met us in your Son and 
brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your 
love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we 
who drink his cup bring life to others;  we whom the 
Spirit lights give light to the world.  Keep us firm in the 
hope you have set before us, so we and all your 
children shall be free, and the whole earth live to 
praise your name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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THE BLESSING 

  May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. Amen. 

 
May God the Son, coming among us in power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. Amen. 

 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. Amen. 

 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 

 
 
Hymn:  
Luke Connaughton.  

 
THE VOICE OF GOD goes out through all the world:  
His glory speaks across the universe.   
The Great King’s herald cries from star to star:  
with pow’r, with justice, He will walk His way.   
 
The Lord has said: “Receive my messenger,  
my promise to the world, my pledge made flesh,  
a lamp to ev’ry nation, light from light:  
with pow’r, with justice, He will walk His way.   
 
The broken reed He will not trample down,  
nor set His heel upon the dying flame,  
He binds the wounds, and health is in His hand:  
with pow’r, with justice, He will walk His way.   
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Anointed with the Spirit and with power,  
He comes to crown with comfort all the weak,  
to show the face of justice to the poor:  
with pow’r, with justice, He will walk His way.   
 
His touch will bless the eyes that darkness held,  
the lame shall run, the halting tongue shall sing,  
and pris’ners laugh in light and liberty:  
with pow’r, with justice, He will walk His way. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Celebrant Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
All Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
Celebrant May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and 

waiting.  
All Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Calamus Licence No: 95  C.C.L. Licence No: 210222 

Kyrie, Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation, Agnus Dei from ‘The Mass of St Thomas’ David 
Thorne, Copyright 1995 David Thorne Music 

The service material in this booklet is taken from Common Worship. © Copyright 2000 
The Archbishop’s Council. 
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Notices 

Services next Sunday: 
Advent 4 

Said Holy Communion (8 am) 
Sung Eucharist (11 am) 
Christmas Carol Service (6 pm) 

For our prayers  
The Parish: 

 
 

 
The Sick:         

 
 
 

 
 

The Departed: 
 

Year’s mind: 
 
 
 

 
Also for our Prayers: 

 

 
Langley Lane, Lavington Close, Laws Close and 
Linchmere Place, Langley Parade, Langley Place 
and Langley Walk 
 
Patients of Langley Green Hospital and Judith 
Aldridge, Sean Bushell, Dorothy Warder, Gill, 
Bill, Dorelle Downes, Clare McCann, Joan 
Richmond, Janet, Jo, Anthony, Andrew and 
Jackie 
 
Peter Miles 
 
Ronald Scott, Jason Simmonds, Arthur 
Billington, Brian Lloyd, David McDowell, Irene 
Merrick, Lionel Lyons, Dorothy Wainwright, 
Edna Humphrey, Bernard Lyons 
 
For all at Outreach 3-Way 

For all the residents of care homes in our 

parish  

Thanksgiving for our local church schools 

Thanksgiving for all those who clean and 

decorate our church 
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Notices Continued 
 

Other Christmas Services at St Margaret’s 

 

Sunday 16th December  

 Refresh Christmas Special 6.30 p.m 

 

Tuesday 18th December  

 Carol singing in the Plough Pub 7.30 p.m. 

 

Thursday 20th December  

 Alzheimer’s Society Carol Service 2.00 p.m 

 

Sunday 23rd December  

 Christmas Carol Service  6.00 p.m 

 

Christmas Eve (Monday 24th Dec.)  

 Family Candlelit Crib Service 4.00 p.m. 

 Midnight Mass 11.15 p.m.   

 

Christmas Day (Tuesday 25th Dec.)  

 Christmas Day Family Service 10.00 a.m. 

  

St. Margaret’s Church News is out.  Please take a copy home, and pass 
it on to a neighbour once you have finished reading it.  As usual, there 
are bundles made up for local businesses, schools and surgeries, and 
your help in delivering these would be much appreciated.  This 
month’s edition contains details of all our Christmas Services, so the 
sooner it can be distributed the more chance there is that people will 
come and join our celebrations. 
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Sharing The Warmth This Winter:  If you are eligible to receive the 

Winter Fuel Payment this year, would you consider donating some, or 

all, of this to Family Support Work?  A donation of £200 could make 

an enormous difference to a local family dreading the approach of 

the cold weather and the added pressures this will bring.  Response 

cards, with details of how to make your payment, are available on 

the literature table in church today.  Alternatively, your cheque, 

made out to CDAFSW, can be sent to:  Family Support Work, Garton 

House, 22 Stanford Avenue, Brighton, BN1 6AA.  Should you wish to 

Gift-Aid, an online form can be found at www.familysupportwork.org 

where you can read more about the charity’s work. 

 
Sunday School is available for all children aged 0-11 years old in the 
choir vestry. 
 

GDPR Form.  If you have not already done so please fill out the 

Consent form at the back of church to confirm how you would like the 

parish to hold and process your personal information.  Please hand the 

completed forms to the parish office. 

 

Old ink cartridges.  A big thank you to all who brought their old ink 
cartridges to church. In total we have raised £204, the next cut-off date 
will be the 10th December, mobiles will not be accepted after that.  
Please place them in the box by the table.   
 

Used Postage Stamps for Charity.  We’re collecting used postage 

stamps for charity, supporting the RNIB charity to raise funds for the 

blind and partially sighted.  Please cut the stamps from your envelopes, 

leaving a 1 cm border around each stamp.  Pop them into the RNIB box 

on the window sill near the church door.  Many thanks 

 

http://www.familysupportwork.org/
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Crawley YMCA need our help! Can you support their ‘Love in a Box’ 

scheme this Christmas? It really does make a difference to the YMCA 

residents who might not otherwise be given anything. One of the 

YMCA keyworkers, Mel, who organises this says: “Giving a present to a 

young person on Christmas morning when they can’t be with their 

family and may not receive from anyone else, has an immense impact. 

Its more than the present, its showing that somebody cares.” 

If you want to take part just fill a shoe box with goodies [new and 

unused items only which might include: Vouchers (supermarket, 

cinema), food items (hampers), toiletries, make-up, DVDs, jewellery, 

sweets and chocolates, socks, gloves, hats, scarves, small games and 

gadgets, board games, mugs, stationery, books, comics. For health and 

safety reasons we cannot take candles, razors, scissors, alcohol, 

cigarettes] and label the box male or female depending who it might be 

most suitable for and then drop it off at either YMCA Crawley Foyer, 

RH11 7AQ or Ewhurst Road, 3- 5 Ewhurst Rd, RH11 7JH.  Thank you!  

 
Carol Service 23rd of December at 6 pm – if you can donate mince pies 
for this service please give them to Lindsey Plunkett.  Thank you. 
 
Youth Bible Study Group - this new group will be starting in January 
2019. If you or your child are aged 8-18 and interested in coming along, 
please let Naomi know or email her on ycofficer@ifieldparish.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ycofficer@ifieldparish.org
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Living Faith.  Living Faith is a course designed to help people find and 
grow in the ministry to which God is calling them.  It’s not meant just 
for people who are seeking ordained or authorized lay ministry, but for 
anyone active in church life who wants to grow in discipleship.  It is not 
a basics course, so participants will be expected to have some 
background in Christian life and thinking.  The aim is to help people to 
apply the Bible and Christian thought to discipleship in their daily lives 
– in the church and in the world.  Courses start early in the New Year, 
with an induction session on 5th or 12th January at Church House in 
Hove.  Our local course will run at Holy Trinity Church, Tilgate, on 
Wednesdays at 7.00 pm on the following dates: Jan 16th, 23rd, 30th, Feb  
6th, 13th, 20th, March 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th April 3rd, 10th, May 1st, 8th, 15th, 
22nd, 29th and June 5th.  Leaflets about Living Faith can be found on the 
literature table.  If you are interested, please take one home and give it 
prayerful thought. Anyone applying is asked first to discuss this with 
their incumbent to gain their support for doing the course.  So, if you 
think this might be for you, please speak to Simon.  The deadline for 
receipt of applications for the 2019 course is 7th January, so don’t 
delay!  Please note the deadline for applying for the Living Faith 
course has been extended to 7th January. 
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SMILE Ladies – Plans for 2019 

• Thursday 24th January at 7.30 pm - meet up for a drink at the Plough 

and help put together some ideas for future activities 

Tickets have been reserved at Hawth Crawley for - 

• Greatest Showman Sing-along Saturday 9th February 2019 at 7.30 

pm £16 each / £13 for children 

• Rain Man on Wednesday 13th February 2019 at 7:30 pm. Discounted 

ticket cost is £23.00 each.  

• Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap – Wednesday 24th April at 7.30 pm. 

Discounted ticket £31. 

Let me know if you would like a ticket for any of these shows - catch 

me in church most Sundays.  All ladies are welcome to attend our 

events (and men too!).   

For further details contact Clare Wilson Email: 

pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org or 0776 1122 172 

 

Save the Date - Summer Club 2019.  Thanks to all of the children that 

attended summer club this year, hopefully they had as much fun we 

did!  Next year summer club will be from 6th - 9th August with the 

Sunday Service on 11th August, please save the date in your 

diaries.  We'll share the details about registration in the new year.  If 

you are interested in helping with summer club please contact Veryan 

Nicholls (veryan_nicholls@hotmail.com / 07919 201 254). 

See www.ifieldparish.org for service times, The Buzz, current service 

sheets, Church groups and events 

 

mailto:pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org
mailto:veryan_nicholls@hotmail.com
http://www.ifieldparish.org/

