
 

    
 

   
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perception of the passage of time is very inaccurate.  Events that took 
place years ago can seem quite recent, yet what has happened in the past 
few months can be difficult to put in place.  Almost six months ago the 
pandemic of the corona virus suddenly devastated our way of life as 
lockdown began.  Preparations for Mothering Sunday were under way and 
then all churches and places of worship were closed by law, and this 

unhappy situation remained throughout the rest of Lent and the whole of the Easter season.  
Could we have imagined that it would have lasted so long?  Soon the new school year will 
begin and Christmas does not seem so very distant. 
 
As we know, restrictions are gradually being eased but then the lurking and invisible virus 
strikes back and local outbreaks of infection appear, ruining holiday plans and worse.  Some 
people fear for their jobs, their businesses, their mortgages, their careers, and many of the 
elderly and vulnerable fear the virus itself.  It is small consolation that it is the same all over 
the world and we human beings are all in it together. 
 
One of the basic characteristics of the Christian way of life is to live with faith and hope and 
love, and we must focus on that when the outlook seems bleak.  Our prayers have been 
answered by the appointment of Revd. Christine Spencer as the new Rector of Ifield Parish, 
and we hope that she will soon be able to move into the Rectory, with her Induction to follow 
soon after.  What a day of thanksgiving that will be, as we look forward to her ministry to us.  
We live in hope that our services will be able to include singing, and Stephen and the choir will 
be permitted to be back on song!  These things are not under our control and the rules are 
laid down by health and Church authorities.  However, we pray that schools will be made safe 
and secure for all children to resume their education and socialising with their friends again, 
and that weddings and funerals, birthdays and anniversaries will be able to return to normal.  
It will not be immediately, but we hope and pray it will be soon. 

Daphne 
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MEANWHILE … 
There’s lots going on at St. Margaret’s, for example: 

 
What has youth and children’s work looked like during a global pandemic? How can 
you possibly continue youth and children’s work with lockdown in place? Let me tell 
you about what the youth and children’s team have been doing to support our children 
and families through this extraordinary time. 
The first we knew of something significant happening, was just before lockdown, when 
a family in the parish had to quarantine after testing positive for Covid, but were 
running out of household essentials. Someone was able to pick up what they needed, 
and in such a simple way we could show God’s love in action. But when we went into 
lockdown, we had to think quickly about how we could still support families and our 
young people. We made the move to virtual Sunday school fairly quickly, and had some 
new families engage with those resources. 
Soon, however, requests came in from our local schools, and even from churches in 
other dioceses, asking if they could share what we were producing with their families. 
A local teacher began using the resources as the basis for her weekly RE lessons, and a 
local headteacher was adapting the resources and sending them home in the school 
newsletter every week. It was so amazing how God was using what we were doing to 
reach out and support people at such an uncertain time! 
The team also runs the FIISH services, and our virtual meetings became a time not only 
to plan these services but a time for sharing ideas and supporting one another. We’ve 
also been able to keep in touch with our two youth clubs, and are looking forward to 
their virtual return next month. One thing we have been keen to do as our teenage 
youth group has grown, is to encourage and support those young people who want to, 
to explore how they might take on responsibility in the church family. Our summer 
holiday club was a perfect way to do this. 
Because of the restrictions on meeting, we knew holiday club would have to be 
different this year, and so we prerecorded all the content, and put together a video for 
each day that children could watch before spending the day doing activities at home. 
We were able to supply all the families who took part with resource packs which 
included everything needed for the experiments that were central to our science 
themed exploration of God’s wonderful world. It was wonderful to welcome two of the 
teenagers onto the team as ‘junior youth leaders’, and they helped plan the holiday 
club, and even starred in the videos too! 
The lockdown will have impacted on each of us in a different way, and we have been 
aware of the particular challenges of children being at home for weeks on end. But we 
have had such positive engagement that looks only to increase as the new academic 
year begins. I am indebted to the wonderful team of people who quietly yet faithfully 
give their time and service for our young people, and also to our church wardens, who 
have unfailingly supported our work during this time. Please continue to pray for all of 
us, for our work, and for the young people of the parish. 

Naomi Gater 
Youth & Children’s Officer 



ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
 

SERVICES AT ST. MARGARET’S  
 
In the current circumstances the only services held in church will be on Sundays at 
11.00 am.  These will be recorded and posted on-line as soon as practical.   
 
1st Sunday     First Sunday Non-Eucharistic Service  
2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sundays   Holy Communion (said) 
 
On-line services will be as follows: 
1st Sunday     First Sunday service with music 
2nd Sunday     FIISH for young families 
4th Sunday     ReFresh 
 
Weekly activities for children will be posted on the parish website. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the church toilet is not available for use. 

 
 
 

PASTORAL SUPPORT LINE 

The following contact has been set up for church members and all in our local 
community: 07401 217648 or email pastoral@ifieldparish.org 

 

CONNECTING WITH THE COMMUNITY 

The PCC has set up a sub-group to help the parish connect with the community. Our 
working title is SMITCH (St. Margaret’s in the Community Helping). If you can think of 
a better name, we’re open to suggestions! 
 
We’re aware that many people in our congregation are already involved in local 
initiatives, which is great. We want to link some of that activity together. For example, 
Rob Pudney is involved with Christians Against Poverty; Sue Edgson is leading a 
befriending project to help with loneliness and isolation; and more broadly, Ian Edgson 
is the Treasurer for Talk Ifield, our local community forum. 
 
There are other churches and organisations already doing some great things locally, so 
we don’t need to invent anything new. We just want to try to help with what’s already 
happening and encourage more of our congregation to volunteer their time and 
talents. The SMITCH team’s first priorities will be to focus on local food poverty and 
mental health. 



 
We are establishing links with St. John’s and Elim churches and, through them, hooking 
into organisations like the Easter Team. The ‘Love Your Neighbour’ scheme is 
something we’re particularly keen to support. 
 
Sue Edgson can be contacted via email (sueedgson@crawleycommunityaction.org) or 
telephone (07716 641445) if you want to be a volunteer telephone befriender. 
 
Sue Gilbert is leading on the collecting and delivering of food. She wants to thank 
everyone who has already donated food for the Easter Team, who are very grateful. 
Currently, they especially need tinned dessert and tinned veg (e.g. potatoes, carrots, 
peas and sweetcorn) but all non-perishable staples will be gladly received. The 
Government and local council food parcel schemes will soon be drawing to a close, so 
the work of the Easter Team will become even more of a lifeline for many families in 
our community. If you would like to donate but are shielding, or don’t know of/can’t 
get to a collection point, please contact Sue via the Parish Office to arrange collection 
or drop off. All donations, no matter how big or small make a difference for those 
struggling in these difficult times. 

 

  

 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
HOW FSW IS HELPING FAMILIES  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
WHO’S WHO IN IFIELD PARISH 

 
Team Rector Designate Revd. Christine Spencer      
Curate  Revd. Jamie Gater 852763 curate@ifieldparish.org  
Retired Clergy Revd. Daphne Goodwin  886896  dapheter@aol.com  
Reader  Jill Bell   521699 reader@ifieldparish.org 
Parish Wardens Rob Pudney  437038       rob@ifieldparish.org 

Chris Bell     521699  chris@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Secretary Clare Wilson  416438      pccsecretary@ifieldparish.org 
PCC Treasurer James May   529146      treasurer@ifieldparish.org 

  Safeguarding Andy Cottee  202167 
safeguarding@ifieldparish.org 

Finance Officer  Claire Budd 534783     finance.stmargarets@ifieldparish.org 
Youth and Children  Naomi Gater   852763  ycofficer@ifieldparish.org  
Lychgate Bookings Lisa Hull  532337 lmhull@virginmedia.com  

 
PLEASE NOTE 

St. Margaret’s weekly notices can be viewed on the parish website 

 
IFIELD PARISH WEBSITE 

       www.ifieldparish.org 
  

Please send any information/photos for publication on the website to  
Carl Peirce carl@ifieldparish.org 

 
Follow us:  

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1765334500346387/ 

 
IFIELD PARISH OFFICE 

Mondays-Thursdays 9.00 am – 12 noon 
1 Lychgate Cottage, Ifield Street, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 

Parish Administrator: Mave Eshun   Tel: 537578  Email: office@ifieldparish.org 
 

PLEASE SEND ANY UPDATES FOR THE NOVEMBER 2020 ISSUE TO JILL BELL   
reader@ifieldparish.org by 19TH  OCTOBER 

 


