
 ‘Accept one another, for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.’ (Romans 15:7) 

Welcome to St Margaret’s Church Ifield 
Loved as you are 

 
Sunday 16th May 2021 

The Ascension of Our Lord into Heaven 
Easter 7 

 
All are welcome to St Margaret’s and we encourage all to take part fully in 

this service.  If you have mobility issues that make it difficult for you to 
come and receive communion, should you want to, then do please notify 

our sides-people, and we will come to you. 
 

Due to the Coronavirus please make your responses in a quiet 
voice in order to minimise the risk of infection. 

 
THE GATHERING 

As we gather together:  

‘Jesus bleibet meine Freude’ Jesus shall remain my joy  from the  
Cantata, ‘Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben’ Heart and Mouth and Deed and Life 
      Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1750 
     
We stand at the entrance of the clergy. 
‘God is Gone up with a Merry Noise’   Stephen C Horsman 
 

THE GREETING 
 

Celebrant  God has gone up with a shout, 
All the Lord with the sound of a trumpet 
 
Celebrant    In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
  and of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen 
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Celebrant  Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you. 
  

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

All Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

 
Celebrant: Our Lord Jesus Christ said: ‘The first commandment is 

this: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these. On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.  

All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Celebrant Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and 
evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true 
heart. 
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All Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
confess that we have sinned in thought, word and 
deed.  We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  In 
your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to 
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that 
we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
you, our God. Amen.  

 
Celebrant Risen Christ you have raised our human nature to the 

throne of heaven, 
 help us to seek and serve you, 
 that we may join you at the Father’s side 

where you reign with the Spirit in glory  
now and forever  

All Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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THE COLLECT 
 

Celebrant: O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son 
Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in 
heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but 
send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to 
the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Please sit for the readings.  

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading 
Acts 1:1-11 
Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 
Ephesians 1:15-end 
Reader  This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God 
 
Please stand for the Gospel: 
 
The Gospel Reading 
Luke 24:44-end 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
  
 Alleluia Alleluia  
 Go and make disciples of all nations says the Lord. 

Remember I am with you always to the end of the age. 
All Alleluia 
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 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Luke. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the end: 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please remain standing until the preacher has introduced the Sermon: 
 

THE SERMON 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father who made all things? 
All We believe and trust in Him. 
 
 Do you believe and trust in His Son, Jesus Christ who 

redeemed the world? 
All We believe and trust in Him. 
 
 Do you believe and trust in His Holy Spirit who gives life to the 

people of God? 
All We believe and trust in Him. 
 
 This is the faith of the Church 
All This is our faith, we believe and trust in One God, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
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Prayers for the Church, the world, and for all human need.  After each 
petition the following response is used: 
 
 Lord, in your mercy 
All Hear our prayer 
 
and at the end of the prayers: 
  Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
The Peace 
Celebrant Jesus says, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you. If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the 
Father.’ Alleluia  

 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you; 
All and also with you. 
 
Celebrant Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace by looking at those around 

you and greeting them with a warm smile. 
 
 As the Body of Christ receives its life from God, and offers its life to God, so 

we, as members of that Body, greet each other in love. 
 
The Preparation of the Table 
The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 
During the Preparation of the Table:   
Improvisation on ‘Alleluia! Sing to Jesus.’   Stephen Horsman 
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Celebrant  Heavenly Father accept these prayers, left this past 
week, on the fishing net.  We pray that you will meet 
these people at their point of need. 

All   Amen. 
 
Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  In your 

loving care you spread before us the table of life and 
give us the cup of salvation to drink.  Keep us always in 
the fold of our Saviour and our Shepherd, your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Blessed be God forever 
We sit or stand for: 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and 

everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and eternal 
Father, through Jesus Christ the King of Glory. 
Born of a woman, he came to the rescue of our human 
race. Dying for us he trampled death and conquered 
sin. By the glory of his resurrection he opened the way 
to eternal life and by his ascension gave us the sure 
hope that where he is we may also be. Therefore the 
universe resounds with Easter joy and with choirs of 
angels we say for ever to your praise: 
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
Celebrant Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit and 
according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was 
betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance 
of me. 

   
 In the same way, after supper he took the cup and 

gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, 
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me. 

  
Jesus Christ is Lord: 

All  Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
 You have set us free.  
 You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the 
whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and 
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glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  As we 
offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup and we 
thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your 
presence and serve you.   

 
  Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into 

one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and 
one cup, so that we, in the company of Saint Margaret 
and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with 
whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever 
and ever.   

 Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come.  
 Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours  
 now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Priest breaks the consecrated bread 
 
 Lord, we died with you on the cross 
All  Now we are raised to new life 

We were buried in your tomb 
All  Now we share in your resurrection 

Live in us, that we may live in you 
 

All   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us.  
 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 have mercy on us.  
 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
 grant us peace.  
 
The Giving of Communion 
 
  I heard the voice of a great multitude crying Alleluia  

The Lord our God has entered into his kingdom  
All  Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the 

Lamb.  Alleluia 
    
 
The priest receives the sacrament in both kinds. When the priest 
receives communion please join in with the responses below.  
This is a statement of identification with the communion you are 
about to receive.  
 
Celebrant The Body of Christ 
All Amen 
 
Celebrant The Blood of Christ 
All Amen 
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 All who have been baptised are welcome to receive Communion.  
Please follow the directions of the sidespeople who will guide you in 
a clockwise direction to ensure social distancing is maintained as 
you receive your Communion. 
The sacrament will be administered to the congregation in one kind 
only, that is the bread. Please remain silent as the priest places the 
wafer in your hand without speaking. 
 

During the distribution of Communion:   

Majesté du Christ demandant sa Gloire à Son Père Majesty of Christ 

beseeching His Glory of the Father from ‘L’Ascension du Christ’ the Ascension of 
Christ                                                                                     Olivier Messiaen 1908-1992 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Celebrant God our Father you have raised our humanity in Christ 
and you have fed us with the bread of heaven; 
mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual 
blessings, we may set our hearts in the heavenly places; 

              through Jesus Christ our Lord 
 

Amen 
 
All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Through him 
we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 
sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live 
and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

 
NOTICES 

 
BANNS READING 
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READING 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Silence is kept  
 

Responsory 
 

As we wait in silence, 
All             make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we listen to your word, 
All             make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we worship you in majesty, 
All             make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we long for your refreshing, 
All             make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we long for your renewing, 
All             make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
 

As we long for your equipping, 
All             make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

As we long for your empowering, 
All             make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

 
God the Father, 
who has given to his Son the name above every name, 
strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 

All             Amen. 
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God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 
plead for you at the right hand of the Father. 

All             Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, 
who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make you faithful servants of Christ our King. 

All             Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All            Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 
Celebrant We go into the world to walk in God’s light,  
 to rejoice in God’s love,  
 and to reflect God’s glory. 
 
Celebrant Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Sprint  

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia Alleluia. 
All                Thanks be to God Alleluia Alleluia 
  
 
The Clergy will recess to the postlude: 
Prelude based on Old CXIIIth Psalm 
Psalm 113, ‘O Praise the Lord    Charles Wood 1866-1926 

 
Charles Wood was an Irish composer and teacher who counted Ralph Vaughan 
Williams and Herbert Howells among his pupils. He was born in Armagh and was a 
chorister in St Patrick’s Cathedral of the Church of Ireland. He is remembered 
principally for his Anglican Church music having become Professor of Music at Caius 
College, Cambridge.  His choral music includes settings of the Nunc Dimittis and 
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Magnificat as well as his Passion according to St Mark. This Prelude is from his ‘Sixteen 
Preludes on Melodies from the English and Scottish Psalters. 
 

Thank you for joining in our worship today.  
 

A collection plate has been placed by the west door where you can leave your offering to 
support the work of St. Margaret’s Church. You can also make a donation: 

• via the home page of our website www.ifieldparish.org  using the yellow ‘DONATE 
NOW’ button. 

• by sending a cheque made payable to ‘Ifield Parochial Church Council’ to: Ifield Church 
Parish Office, 1 Lychgate, Ifield Street, Ifield, Crawley RH11 0NN.  

• or by bank transfer to:  
Ifield Parochial Church Council.  
Sort Code: 40-52-40   Account Number: 00022470  

Thank You 
Please maintain social distancing of 2 metres as you  

now leave the church by the west door at the back of the church and avoid congregating.  
 

Registered Charity Account no.  1132318 
 
The service material is taken from Common Worship. © Copyright 2000 The Archbishop’s 

Council. 
 
 

Notices 
 
Service next Sunday: 
Pentecost 

 
Said Eucharistic Service (11.00 am) 
and on Facebook and the parish website www.ifieldparish.org 

 


