
Dear All, 
 
Firstly, we hope that this finds you safe and well and keeping in regular phone and 
video contact with family, friends and neighbours. 
 
Behind closed doors much is being done to ensure that we can all continue with our 
spiritual life even though we cannot hold public worship in our churches. 
 
For pastoral support within the parish we have established a dedicated email 
account < pastoral@ifieldparish.org >  and a mobile number ( 07401 217648 ) that 
you can call or text. 
For any other forms of support or advice please email 
< community@ifieldparish.org > or call/text 07401 213932 
 
On Sunday at 8am the Archbishop of Canterbury will be presiding at an on-line 
virtual act of worship on BBC local radio stations. This will subsequently be available 
online from 9am. We encourage you to participate in this collective worship which 
will draw us closer to each other in spirit. 
 
It would be wonderful if you were able to light a candle and put it in your window on 
Sunday evening at 7pm (see item 11 below)  What a wonderful act of witness and 
solidarity it would be if every window shone out into the world at this time. “The Light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” John1:5 (NIV). 
 
Below you will see some important information from our bishop regarding the corona 
virus (COVID 19) issued on 19th March. 

1. The instruction to cancel all public worship means that there will be no public 
observance of Holy Week.  This includes the Chrism Eucharist, which will not 
take place this year.  A limited supply of all three oils will still be available from 
the Palace in Chichester.  

2. Some clergy plan to stream or record an act of worship and share it with 
parishioners.  NB  A note is attached for those who plan to record or stream 
some form of worship and how to address the copyright issues.  It would be 
good to make an entry in the Service Register of recorded or streamed 
services during this historic period of our life.  

3. Although our churches should remain open (subject to security, insurance, 
etc: further advice on this is being sought), they do so for individual devotion 
but not for liturgical prayer or worship.  Please remember to have hand gel or 
wash available where possible. Where there is a local shortage, you could 
leave a notice reminding people of the importance of frequently washing their 
hands for at least 20 seconds when they have the opportunity to do so. 

4. You should have a notice to say, for example, "You are most welcome! 
Please refrain from touching any books, icons or other artefacts whilst visiting 
our Church." or remove books etc, altogether if you think that is easier.  

5. Priests who wish to celebrate the Eucharist may do so, but no public access 
to that celebration.  This was stated by the Archbishop of Canterbury and has 
been echoed by the regulations issued by the RC Archbishop of 



Westminster.  This Ad clerum gives permission for any priest (licensed or with 
PTO in this diocese) to celebrate the Eucharist without a congregation, during 
the course of the present restrictions. 

6. Communion should not be taken to people at home, nor should there be 
home visits for general pastoral reasons. 

7. There should be no bell-ringing (change ringing), though a single bell may be 
tolled. 

8. The rites of baptism, marriage, funeral, and induction to a benefice should 
happen in the presence of the smallest possible number of people: as a 
guide, no more than 5  people.  Warn people about this now.  Hygiene 
requirements should be observed and care taken not to put older people at 
risk of infection.  All confirmations will be postponed until restrictions are lifted. 

9. Lent groups or home groups of any kind should be cancelled unless they are 
convened through a remote provision. 

10. Ministry to the dying remains an important pastoral responsibility for 
priests.  In the case of a person with a contagious or infectious disease it 
should be undertaken after guidance from a person with medical 
responsibility.  The words of absolution, the declaration of faith, and the 
commendation, do not require touch; the dying person can be anointed with 
oil on a cotton wool bud, which should then be burnt.  There should be no 
laying-on of hands, though hands may be extended over the person you are 
praying for. 

11. NB  Please also encourage people to support the Archbishops’ initiative to put 
a candle in the window on Sunday evening at 7.00 pm, as a sign of solidarity 
and prayer, to ring someone who might be isolated and to make a contribution 
to a food bank.   Attached to this Ad clerum is a poster for people to put in 
their window after this Sunday as an indication of their prayer as a gift for their 
neighbours. 

12. Many older people are happily getting used to social media: we should also 
be using phone numbers as an important means of communication for those 
who are not comfortable with other media. 

13. Work is being done in the Apostolic Life department to explore some kind of 
identity badge that you could issue lay people as evidence of being from the 
local parish church.  While we work on that, please be vigilant in looking out 
for fraudsters who are already targeting older people. 

Please remember to look at St. Margaret’s website  www.ifieldparish.org  where 
we will keep you updated with the latest information and news.  
Parish prayer requests and notices are on the website and will be updated weekly. 
There are a few copies in church. 
 
 
Let us all remember our Lord’s command to “Love one another’. We will come 
through this stronger if we pray for God’s blessing on us all.  
 
Chris & Rob 
Churchwardens 
St. Margaret’s, Ifield       21st March 2020 


